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Editorial

On the eve of the eleventh edition of our ‘The Prism’ coming into being the
Editorial Board seeks the opportunity to thank all concerned, especially
our Peer Reviewers for the Onus they have taken to review the articles.
It is also the occasion to thank all subscribers from outside our institution
who have entrusted us with the task of scattering their thoughts to wher-
ever interests would coincide. All of us, after all in this respect, are like the
poor soul in Rusdie’s ‘Outside the whale” who came out of the whales
mouth to save his life and faced a dire need to be heard and rescured. Even
if we dissociate ourselves from the post colonial implicattions of this
metaphorical crisis, we still encounter or urge to be heard. The more wide
our eyes are, the more efforts we render to understand things, the more
intence our desire is to communicate with one another, the more is the
urge. We are really happy to find scholars waiting avidly for the publica-
tion of our journal, and a flurry of articles pouring into the inbox of our
email id.

We feel happy to feel that our venture has so far out done all
concominant troubles to evade an untimelu disiccation and sustained its
flow.

We find it the right occasion to thank the college authority for its
persistant support towards the college journal. We hope that we shall

continue to have this patronage in future.

Thank you all
Members of Editorial Board

May, 2019
Mahatma Gandhi College, Purulia
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Rirds in Aéokan Pillar Edicts
Smritikana Tewari

Birds play a vital role in keeping this balance of nature. Throughout the
world, birds are essential seed dispersers for plants that provide us with
food, medicine, timber, and recreation. In addition to being important parts
of food webs, birds play other roles within ecosystems. Ecosystems such
as forests and the marine environment provide us with food, medicines
and important raw materials. They keep the climate stable, oxygenate air
and transform pollutants into nutrients. Birds play an important role in the
effective functioning of these systems. Birds eat insects. They are a natural
way to control pests in gardens, on farms, and other places. In ancient
India, the great emperor Asoka also put his concerns about birds in his

pillar edict.
In the fifth pillar edict, issued in the 26th year of his reign, Asoka

forbade the killing of certain animals. Regarding this, he provides a list of
animals and birds which should not be killed on some days and another
list of animals which have not to be killed at all occasions. ASoka expressly
says that they are the creatures which are neither eaten nor put to any use.
Following species were declared exempt from slaughter, namely (Euka
(parrots: Psittaciformes), Suka (Maina: Acridotheres tristis), Aruha-
Chakravaka (Ruddy goose: Chloephaga rubidiceps and Brahmani duck:
Tadorna ferruginea), Nandimukhas, Pigeons (Ducula aenea and
Columba livia domestica), Gelamas (red-crested pochard: Rhodonessa
rufina and pink-headed duck: Rhodonessa cayophyllace), Peacock (Pavo

cristatus).
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Suka (parrots) and Sarika (Maina)

Suka and starling are classed in medical works pratudas i.e birds that pick
up their foods. Pratudas itself is a sub group of the group of animals
known as janghala (living in high ground and in jungle). These two birds
are said to be the faculty of human speech. Suka and the $ari named

together in Ath. sam.
The Suka is described as harimdaGaA or yellow in the Zg-sanhita.

The bird is included in the list of sacreificial victims at the a§vamedha
(horse sacrifice) in the yajurveda samhitas. The flesh of parrot is said to be
astringent, acid, not oily and cooling when cooked, useful in consumption,
cough, anaemia and diarrhoea, light and appetizer.

Fig (a): Suka (parrots) Fig (b): Sarika (Maina)

Sarika is a small bird, also known as maina and member of starling
family. This bird is mentioned in Hindu tales. The sarika or maina bird is
found innurable times in Sanskrit literature, mainly as favourite cage bird.
The form sarika is found in the Vasistha Dharma-sitras. In the Meghduta
Kavya, this bird is mentioned as a favourite bird of the wife of Yaksha.
Both the Suka and the $ari had been taught to speak like man from very old

times ($adrih svetd purusa-vaksarasvate sukah $vetah purusa-vaga).
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The $uka is often taken to be the male of §ari; but according to Bihler,
this is a mistake. That the $aris belonged to a different genus was known
in India of old, as the following quotation from the Jatakas amply shows:

Suvo va suvirhkamcyya salika pana salikam.
Suvassa sLlikaya ca sarmvaso hoti kldiso ti

Though medicinally included in the diet, the flesh of the parrot and
the starling had ceased to be used as ordinary food from a very long time.

In the Dharma-sitras they are not found among permissible meats.
Aruna -Chakravika (Ruddy goose and Brahmani ducks)
Aruna (ruddy) may be an adjective going with Chakravaka. Chakravakas

are ruddy goose, commonly called the brahmani duck or goose.
Chakravakas are placed in the class vari-caringh or ambu-cérinah.
Chakravaka birds are always seen to fly in pairs during the day but are
supposed to remain separate during the night. The ruddy goose is known
from the earliest times for their conjugal love. In Rksambhita, they are
compared to Asvins; in the Atharva-sarmhhita they are considered models

of conjugal love.

TR LA
o Al .

Fig. (C): Male Brahmani duck Fig. (D): Female Brahmani duck
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Chakravaka birds are reborn lovers who had committed the “sin” of
disturbing sages at their meditation in their former life. The sages cursed
the lovers to turn into ducks: worse, the pair had to separate after sundown
and was therefore, reduced to calling one another piteously through the
night.

The male has large orange-brown duck with paler head and neck and
a faint black collar at its base. Wings white, black and glistening green. Tail
black. Female similar, but lacking the black collar with much paler (almost
whitish) head.

In the time of the Dharma-sitras the Brahmani duck had ceased to be
among the permissible foods. The eating ofits flesh is specially forbidden

and involved penances.
Nandimukhas

Nandimukha is quoted from the bhavaprakasa by Monier Williams in the
sense of “a kind of water-bird”. The etymological meaning of the name,
“drum-mouth, drum-break”. Probably it is comb duck. It is a largest species
of duck. Adults have a white head freckled with dark spots, and a pure
white neck and under parts. The upperparts are glossy blue-black with
bluish and greenish iridescence especially prominent on the secondaries
(lower arm feathers). The male is much larger than the female, and has a
large black knob on the bill.

If seen at a distance, immature comb ducks can also be mistaken for
a fulvous whistling duck (Dendrocygna bicolor). However, knob-billed
ducks in immature plumage are rarely seen without adults nearby and thus
they are usually easily identified too.

This duck feeds on vegetation by grazing or dabbling and to a lesser
extent on small fish, invertebrates, and seeds. It can become a problem to
rice farmers. Knob-billed ducks often perch in trees. They are typically
seen in flocks, small in the wet season, up to 100 in the dry season.
Sometimes they separate according to sex.
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Fig. (e): Nandimukha

Pigeons (Village pigeon, forest pigeon and white pigeon)

Pigeon is described as the messenger of the god of destruction. The
eating of pigeon’s flesh has not been permitted in any of the Dharma-
shtras, old or late. It’s eating involved penance. But that it was eaten in the
old days is evident from the Jatakas. Setakapota is “white pigeon” whereas
gamakapota is “village pigeon”.

Caraka draws a distinction between the village pigeons and forest
pigeons, and says that the flesh of the village pigeon is astringent, sweet,
cool, good for blood and liver, and sweet (to eat) when cooked; while the
flesh of the forest pigeon is said to be somewhat lighter, cool, constipating

and gentle (in action).

White pigeon is also called as rock pigeon or domestic pigeon. The
rock pigeon is the world’s oldest domesticated bird. Domestic pigeons

reproduce in a similar way to the wild rock pigeon.
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Fig. (h): White pigeon

Gelata
According to Manomohan Chakrabarty, it may be a variant of animal
named goltikka.

K.R. Narman states that “It is compared by turner with Lahnda gerr3,
whereas dove is identified by Bloch, but since the majority of birds in this
list seem to be aquatic birds, it would seem preferable to adopt Charpentier’s
view that is to compare the word with duck”. Although this suggestion
was rejected by turner because of the very doubtful equation. If this is
acceptable then gela can be derived from gaira which would mean “mountain
duck”. It might be possible to see some connection with the vernacular
form gairi “the common teal” mentioned by Johnston. Alternatively, since
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the Brahmi symbol for e is an incompleted o, it would be possible to regard
gelata as a mistake for golata. If golata is the correct reading it would mean
reddish duck which could be red-crested pochard (black body, white flanks,
mop-like crest rich chestnut and golden orange, with bright crimson bill)
or pink-headed duck (blackish brown above and below with a pinkish buff

speculum prominent in flight).

Fig. (1) Red-Crested pochard Fig. (j) Pink-headed duck

Peacock

The peacock (also known as peafowl) is a medium sized bird most closely
related to the pheasant. Unlike it’s common pheasant cousin that inhabits
areas of the Northern Hemisphere, the peacock is found in warmer climate
of the Southern Hemisphere, with the peacock being most commonly found
in India.

Peacock is known since the earliest times and at present it is the
sacred bird. In the Jataks, the common form is mora. The other forms are
maylra and mayura. The peacock killing is forbidden specially in
Réjaputana, but we see from the old days that its flesh was a permissible
food. Yama says, the peacock, the partridge, l1avaka, vaddhrinasa and the
varattka are always eatable. Gradually the idea has changed and according
to Dharma-sitras, the killing of peacock involved a penance, through a
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small nature. The Mahabharata also prohibited the eating of its flesh.
According to Sus$ruta, the flesh of peacock should always be taken.
According to Caraka, Sitra, the peacock flesh is most beneficial for the
sight, hearing, mental power, age, appetite, colour, voice and the life. The
eggs of peacock are good in scanty semen, cough, heart diseases and
ulcer.

Fig. (k): Peacock

Conclusion

All birds have important roles in the ecosystem. There seems to be an
ecological balance between the birds and nature. King Asoka expressed
concern about birds being killed for meal or sport. His intention was to end
such killing. He therefore stopped the killing of birds and abstained himself
from eating of birds and animals.
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Twist Ending in O'Henry's Stories (selected)
An Exploration into Aesthetic and
Technical Implications

Subham Mallick

Abstract : This is an endeavour to debunk those snobbish readers and
critics who discard the ‘surprise inversion technique’ in literature as casual
entertainment and therefore label the stories incorporating such technique
as ‘low class literature’. O’ Henry whose stories abound in twist-endings,
is selected here for critical discussion with a view to pointing out the
literary traits which adorn his stories, making them fit for being regarded

as ‘first rate literature’.

William Sidney Porter, popularly known under the pseudonym of
O’Henry, is ever remembered as the unusual short story writer who excels
in unique literary devices that have earned him immense popularity among
readers of all generations all over the world. The height of popularity he is
crowned with, is evident from the setting up of the famous O’Henry Hotel,
in Greensboro, North Carolina, which is undoubtedly named after the
popular author and native of Greensboro. On a more serious note, the
prestigious literary reward ‘O’Henry Award’ funded by the ‘Society of
Arts and Sciences’ and offered annually to the rising short story writers of
America, confirms his literary strength in addition to popularity and

acclamation.

The literary technique that O’Henry employs in his short stories is
known as twist ending or surprise ending. Unexpected turn of events in
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the course of his story also characterises his style. This technique, apart
from winning him popularity, has led a section of readers to hurl such
harsh criticism as that the stories have little or no literary significance.
According to Wilton Eckley “These stories have been widely read and
enjoyed throughout the world, and even though in the eyes of some they

may not be considered first rate literature...” (1994)

In this paper I have endeavoured, through an in-depth analysis of a
few of O’Henry’s stories, to conciliate the dispute cropping up surrounding
the literary values of the twist endings or surprise endings or unexpected
turns in the stories. Are these twist endings or unexpected turns only for
the sake of the readers’ entertainment or do they have literary significance—

this is the topic of discussion on which I shall focus my attention.

A plot-twist is a sudden, unexpected reversal in the sequence of
events delineated in the plot of a story or of a work of fiction that go
contrary to readers’ expectation resulting in their uninterrupted, rapt
attention, curiosity and consequently in the ecstasy of thrills of experiencing
a series of surprises or wonders. I shall now scrutinize, to serve the purpose
of having detailed analysis with a view to establishing my opinion, the
following four stories by O’Henry, The Last Leaf, A Retrieved Reformation,
After Twenty Years, The Gift of the Magi.

The Last Leafis the story of two young women artists— Johnsy and
Sue who got together in a rented room of three-storeyed building in Old
Greenwich village. At one point of the story, Johnsy, pneumonia-afflicted,
lying bed-ridden, would look out of the window to stare at an ivy-vine
which, owing to cold autumnal weather, shook off leaves and in turn gave
rise to her such thoughts of morbidity as that she would die with the fall of
the last ivy leaf.

The twist of the plot does not come when the last ivy leaf survived
tenaciously enduring the beating rain and fierce gusts of wind for two
consecutive nights. It, however, started to revive Johnsy: “Something has
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made that last leaf stay there to show me how wicked I was. It was a sin to
want to die.” (O’Henry 147) The readers already surprised by the strange
survival of the ivy leaf finds relief to hear Johnsy say: “Sudie, someday I
hope to paint the Bay of Naples”. (O’Henry 147) The shocking piece of
information forming the real twist of the plot comes out from Sue’s tongue:
“I have something to tell you, white mouse... Ah, darling, it’s Behrman’s
masterpiece— he painted it the night that the last leaf fell”. (O’Henry 148)
Actually it was Behrman, the old artist who painted the last ivy leaf enduring
the icy cold weather throughout the night, consequently, getting attacked

with pneumonia died in the hospital.

The author has taken considerable pains to keep Behrman the old
artist’s sacrifice away from the reader’s knowledge prior to the end of the
story only to take them by surprise. What they have been figuring out, like
the falling of the leaf or Johnsy’s death, appears to go counter to the
actual happening in reality and thus the entire story, apart from providing
a sense of suspense mingled with delight, provokes deeper thought on

human sacrifice, unselfish love, that men cherish for their race.

In fact, the ending of the story which comes as a twist to the plot,
communicates the message of the author- the spirit of compassion, fellow
feeling and creation of art even at the cost of one’s life. It is, as if, the older

generation’s paving the way for the younger generation.

Without the twist-ending the conclusion of the story would have
remained incomplete. For the sake of argument; let us take it for granted
that the author has delineated, before Johnsy’s revival, the graphic details

of how Behrman painted his masterpiece.

In that case the readers would have known beforehand the mystery
behind the clinging of the last leaf despite inclement weather, and the
degree of curiosity and uninterrupted attention would have been lessened,
making the entire story less interesting. Without Johnsy’s information at
the end, the entire story would have been left message-less and lost literary
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significance— the last leaf has saved Johnsy’s life, and the twist has

saved the entire story.

The themes of love, reformation, and determination are deftly dealt
with in A Retrieved Reformation with typical O’Henry style. It is the story
of a safe-cracker who ultimately reforms himself as soon as he comes in
touch with love. Jimmy Valentine, the safe-cracker, on his release from the
prison, entangled himself in committing consecutive bank robberies
amounting to a huge loss of money and consequently became the cynosure
ofthe eminent detective like Ben Price who firmly resolved to arrest him at
any cost. In the mean time, Jimmy, with a view to hiding himself, fled to the
town of Elmore where he, discarding safe-cracking fell in love with Miss
Annabel, the daughter of a banker and prospered as an honest, upright
shoe-businessman. He, towards the end of the story, risking the exposure
of his past career of crime, rescued a five year old girl who got locked
inside the vault of a safe, in the presence of all concerned including Ben

Price who had been covertly witnessing the whole incident.

The signal twist in the story, approaches of course, when Ben Price in
spite of coming so close to Jimmy, does not arrest him and lets him escape:
“Guess you’re mistaken, Mr. Spencer”, he said. “Don’t believe [ recognize
you. Your buggy’s waiting for you, ain’t, it?” (O’Henry 49) This decision
by Ben surprises as much the readers as Jimmy himself, on the other hand,
this twist prompts the readers to think about the unique characteristic
traits in Ben’s personality. Besides spying and remaining committed to the
law of the country, he is essentially human. The existing prison
administration has failed to reform Jimmy; Annabel’s love is able to do
that— Ben realizes it. So, it is through this twist, that O’Henry raises a
question regarding the reformative power of the contemporary prison
administration, thereby breaks the traditional ideology that criminals must
be put in prison with disregard to the humanistic ground, and consequently
levels up his story to a true artistic perfection.
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Situational irony, consisting of elements of surprise, is so prominently
perceived in the story Afier Twenty Years, that when readers finish reading
the story, they feel compelled to look back to the story from an entirely
new angle. The situation presented is simply and clearly defined: a
policeman while patrolling the street in a business block of New York,
came across a stranger, made acquaintance with him to know that the
stranger, Bob by name, had been waiting there in accordance with a twenty-
years-ago-made promise that he would meet his friend Jimmy exactly in
the same place and time, after the lapse of that period. The policeman
departed, and a ‘new arrival’, initially mistaken for Jimmy, while taking Bob
to somewhere, was identified in the light emanating from a drug-store, by
Bob as a person other than Jimmy. The man then, after showing him a letter
from the real Jimmy, arrested Bob who was actually a wanted criminal.

The story thrills the readers three times with unexpected shocks, as in
the apparent level, there are three big twists all of which work towards the
end of the story. The first twist that readers come across is when Bob
realizes that the man with whom he is walking along, is one other than his
friend Jimmy. Though this is an element of twist, smart readers who are
familiar with O’Henry’s style can anticipate such twist much before
finishing the story. Instead of calling the police officer in disguise by
name, the author refers to him as the ‘new arrival’. Even Bob himself'is
sceptical: “You’ve changed lots Jimmy. I never thought you were so tall
by two or three inches”. (“After Twenty years”, 3-4)

The second twist follows the first one as soon as the plain clothed
police officer declares: “You’ve been under arrest for ten minutes, ‘Silky’
Bob”. (“After Twenty Years”, 4) This twist comes as a bigger surprise as
it has been deftly played by the author. The author has been hiding the
information from the readers by not telling them anything about Bob’s
criminal past. As a consequence, they get a rude shock to know that the
man who has been talking most of the time, and been the centre of attention

so far, is actually a wanted criminal.
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The third twist that completes the story is the revelation that the
policeman introduced at the initial stage of the story is none other than
Jimmy. Jimmy communicates with his friend Bob by a letter in which he

reveals the moral dilemma that prevents him from arresting his dear friend.

These three twists combined together take readers’ suspense to such
height as that they are overwhelmed with shocking surprise. Anew light is
shed on the plot of the story and individual traits of the three characters.
There can be no denying the fact that these twists contribute a lot to
arresting readers’ attention and finally leaving them with aesthetic delight

as well.

The familiar themes of friendship and trust (represented by Bob),
loyalty, duty and responsibility (represented by Jimmy), moral dilemma
involving emotional attachment (represented by Jimmy) that are dealt with
in the story are served through the twists: however, the biggest twist
being Bob’s criminal career, fails to explore the psychological complexity
which leads a criminal like Bob to travel over one thousand miles just to
keep an appointment made twenty years earlier— is it Bob’s loyalty, or
pride or psychological repression of his guilt? Unlike an artistic story,
which provides ample scope for concluding such doubts, this story leaves
such psychological queries unanswered

The deep passionate love that instigates unselfish sacrifice finds
superb artistic articulation in O’Henry’s story The Gift of the Magi. The
setting of the story takes us to the penurious condition of a couple— Jim
and Della who lived in an eight-dollar-flat, the dilapidated condition of
which reflected their poverty: “It did not exactly beggar description, but it
certainly had that word on the lookout for the mendicancy squad”. (Smith,
150)

It was on the eve of Christmas; Della had a long cherished desire for
presenting her husband Jim with nice Christmas gift that would bear the
marks of her dedicated love for him. She had not enough savings in her
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hand, but her wish was irrepressible. Indomitable desire led her sacrifice
her invaluable possession— her beautiful long hair that could make even
the queen of Sheba envious. She bought a platinum fob chain for her
husband’s gold watch which he had inherited from his ancestors. Now,
Della her hair being cropped, apprehended that her beauty would diminish

and ultimately cause Jimmy’s repulsion.

When Jim arrived, glanced at Della, he wore a peculiar expression in
his face: “It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor
any of the sentiments that she had been prepared for”. (Smith, 153) The
twist of the story that hits the readers with a shocking surprise comes
when Jim requested Della to unpack the cover of the Christmas gift that he
had bought for her, in exchange of his own gold watch, the object in which
he would take pride and which would arouse King Solomon’s jealousy.
Actually it was a beautiful set of combs, pure tortoise shell with jewelled
rims. The irony is that the Christmas gifts of each of them turned out to be
useless, though they had bought the gifts in sacrifice of their own valuable

possessions.

From the material viewpoint, they may seem foolish or unwise, but in
terms of spiritual attachment of depth of love, they are really the magi: “Of
all who give and receive gifts, such as they are wisest. Everywhere they
are wisest. They are the magi”. (Smith, 155) This is undoubtedly the author’s
message which the twist ending clarifies. The nobility of sacrifice which
Della starts by selling her hair comes to a satisfactory finish with Jim’s
pawning his gold watch beautifully conveyed towards the end of the
story, that appears as a twist— without which the whole story would have
lost track of the message, that it wishes to convey.

Let us presume for argument’s sake, that the twist ending is not
incorporated in the story with the result that Jim does not sell his gold
watch. In that case, though Della’s sacrifice would have been established

from her selling of hair, genuineness of Jim’s love would have been put in
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question; simultaneously he would have lost acceptability as a ‘magi’. As
a consequence, the whole story would be projected as an ordinary story,
its literary significance having been lessened.

Having recognised the indispensable relevance of the twist endings,
or surprise endings to the plot of the stories, I now venture to probe deep
into other traits of these trick endings that combined together, produce a
uniform effect to crown the stories with literary success. In fact the twists-
in-tale are not abrupt interpolations imported just to satisfy the caprice of
the pleasure-seekers or to create a gimmick for their fascination. It is a
twist ending that adds force to the whole structure of the story or brings
to light the forces at play in the narrative . The antithetic forces that form
the very basis of the story’s structure and give it a definite shape, are
divulged through the gateway of twist ending.

The surprise ending in addition to augmenting emotion of the story,
brings out the justification for the foregoing action. One can hardly resist
being emotional to hear such declaration from Sue “Mr Behrman died of
Pneumonia today in the hospital. He was ill only two days.” (Smith, 148)
His death justifies his own actions-creating a masterpiece of art amidst
contrary weather side by side with Johnsy’s revival from morbidity. The
same kind of emotion overwhelms us to see Della’s immediate reaction,
after she is presented with a nice set of combs by Jim when she has no hair
on her head: “And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried,
‘oh, oh !” (Smith, 154)

The fact is that such powerful emotional effect is not abruptly imposed
at the end of a story-it originates from the antithetic forces, perceived in
the structure of the story, that makes us aware of the radical opposition of
the two contradictory worlds, irreconcilably juxtaposed. The close, minute
review reveals the two opposite forces in the shape of Death VS Art in
The Last Leaf , Poverty VS Love’s sacrifice in The Gift Of the Magi, Law VS
Reformed soul under the influence of love in A Retrieved Reformation
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and Dutifulness VS Friendship in After Twenty Years. This clash of two
forces is prominently perceptible in Anton Chekhov’s ‘Toska’ (Misery )
where a bereaved sleigh-driver, after being refused a crumb of sympathy
from everyone including a hunchbacked person , finally decides to confide
his sorrowful tale to a horse standing in the straw. The miserable world of
the sleigh-driver soaked in bereavement is in sharp contrast with the
indifferent world of the onlookers.

Guy De Maupassant’s often discussed story ‘La Parure’(The
Necklace) that has earned considerable credit for its ‘surprise inversion’
also represents the same kind of contradiction between two opposites,
poles apart from each other. Motilda Loisel’s and her husband’s world of
strenuous labour and hardship , typical of the working class people and
the lucrative world of comfort , luxury, affluence presented in Mrs. Loisel’s
dream or in the actual life of her friend , constantly clash with each other
never coming to reconciliation. In all the cases, the twist endings bring the
two opposites face to face making the readers conversant with the

unrelenting co-existing of paradoxical forces.

Like all other great stories with twist endings most of O’Henry’s stories
constrain the readers into retro-reading i.e. cast in the light shed by the
ending, reading the entire text from a new angle. This is particularly
applicable to After Twenty Years. Towards the end of the story when the
culmination of the readers’ surprise is reached with their receiving the
information for the first time that Bob has had some sort of association
with heinous crime deserving him to get arrested or that the policemen on
watch at the outset of the story was none other than Bob’s friend Jimmy,
they cannot help re-reading the story with a fresh knowledge about all the
secrets of the characters in the narrative. The reading of the story, as it
were, completes in two stages. In the first stage of reading readers are
likely to underestimate if not overlooked some trivial discordances, like “a
tall man in a long over coat” (3) being Bob’s friend Jimmy or ‘the new
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arrival’ (3) working “having a position in one of the city department” (4) —
which should have roused readers’ suspicion regarding the real identities
of the men concerned, but do not do so, owing to the author’s narrative
style. As soon as the first stage of reading is finished, and readers begin
re-reading the story, they easily find association of Bob’s “handsome
watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds” (2) with his criminal past, the
only reason being they now become cautious of all such trivialities. The
similar cases found in Chekhov’s Poprygun’ya (“The Grasshopper”) where
Olga Ivarovna so passionate about artistry of the ‘great men’ surrounding
her, is gradually disillusioned towards the end of the story and complete
bafflement mingled with corroding frustration overcomes her at the moment
of revelation of the scientific genius of her dead husband whom she had
been ignoring so far. The trick ending here unveils the antithetic tension
prevailing in the story and retro reading presents Olga in her true character—
one taken in by deceptive coruscation by the mediocre artists.

O’Henry’s short stories with trick ending generally leaves no
unanswered ambiguity and the antithetic tension gets cleared away, one
force having won over other. As for example, the tension prominent in
After Twenty years is between ‘loyalty’, ‘friendship’, and ‘law’,
‘dutifulness’. Bob’s genuine friendship that has prompted him to travel
over a long distance to keep the promise made long twenty years ago, still
remains intact: “I dined here at ‘Big Joe, Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, my
best chum and the finest chap in the world”. (2) Such robust faith in the
friendship confronts inevitably with the dutifulness of the policeman Jimmy,
the maintainer of law and order, when the trick ending consisting of Jimmy’s
letter, reveals his identity: “when you struck the match to the light of your
cigar I saw it was the face of the man wanted in Chicago. Somehow I could
not do it myself, so I went around and got a plan-clothed man to do the
job”. (4) Dutifulness and unflinching loyalty to law of the country is thereby
crowned champion. The same kind of paradoxical tension between poverty

Kabitika 10 L 145
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and the spirit of love and sacrifice dominating the story The Gift of the
Magi resolves when poverty- stricken couple Jim and Della each sacrifices
his or her only prized possession, but still accepts the uselessness of their
sacrifice in a casual mood laughing away their so called foolishness “Dell’s
said he, ‘let’s put our Christmas presents away and keep them a while’.
They are too nice to use at present... And supposed you put the chops
on”. (Smith, 155) That the conspicuous victory of love over poverty is the

theme round which the entire story revolves, is beyond doubt.

What distinguishes modern fantastic stories from O’Henry’s stories
with surprise-ending trick is that unlike the stories by O’Henry, in these
modern stories ambiguity is retained till the end where everything remains
hazy and not clear and definite, leaving the readers in a state of restlessness
or uneasiness. Surprise endings in such stories only intensify that effect.
For example, in Maupassant’s story Sur L’eau (“On the River”) all the
strange visions of a fisherman whose boat gets suddenly stranded in the
middle of a river at night remains ambiguous because when he, with the
help of another two boatmen, is raising the anchor, it is blocked by the
dead body of an old woman. This, apart from adding supernatural effect to
the situation, leaves the readers with two interpretations of the incident—
pragmatic and supernatural, each of which being acceptable, gets super

imposed on the other and thereby generates equivocality.

Another characteristic feature of O’Henry’s stories is that they are
closed ended stories as distinguished from modern open-ended stories.
Keeping this in view, O’Henry’s story should not be construed as lacking
in thought provoking elements or sublime rationality on humanity or deep,
penetrating insight into the enigma of existence; rather they are free from
ambiguity and can provide, besides creating powerful emotional effect, a
definite and straight forward answer with regard to the author’s intention—

the message or principle that he wishes to convey to the readers.
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The prominent and unanimously acknowledged similarities, in the
eyes of the readers of short stories, between Guy de Maupassant and
O’Henry leaving aside the dispute as to who imitated the other, is that
their stories end with surprise or twists— which is the result of the surprised
inversion technique and which earned them high credit in their respective
countries. However, there are some readers who are more inclined to
underrate such twist ending stories in comparison with modern stories of
Katherine Mansfield’s, Henry James, or Anton Chekhov. Supporting the
theories engraved in Frank kermode’s The Sense of an Ending critics like
David Sheridan, John Gerlach, or Susan Lohafer believe that ending of a
story is of prime importance. In this context, Edgar Allan Poe, in his
Philosophy of Composition observes “it is only with the denouement
constantly in view that we can give a plot its indispensible air of
consequence or causation, by making the incidents and especially the
tone at all points tend to the development of the intention”. (1)

The ground on the basis of which the snobbish readers tend to under-
view the stories of O’Henry or Maupassant seems to be that the endings
(marked by twists or surprises or abrupt terms) in their stories are contrived
and locked in, thereby leave nothing with the readers to draw conclusions;
whereas the stories of Chekhov or Mansfield are marked by open endings
that are natural, not contrived and therefore, provide ample scope for the
readers to draw conclusions or explore the psychological complexities
involved in the stories. These prejudiced, one sided views are bound to be
incorrect, as the snobs, blinded by partiality, far from acknowledging the
variety in the range of literary genre, do not perceive the positive traits
that the stories with twist ending display. What [ain Reid in his I’'m Thinking
of Ending Things in the context of ending relevance has observed, is
worth noting here: “I’m thinking of ending things. Once this thought
arrives, it stays. It sticks. It Lingers... It’s always there. Always”. (1) The
ending is a concept that stays with the reader because it makes the maximum

impact after the story has been completely read and understood.
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Frank Kermode in The Sense of an Ending, states that when the
readers look forward to, in any literary work , their expectations regarding
the sequence of events, to reverse ironically, it implies that they wish to
reach discovery or final realisation in an unexpected route. The more daring
the reversal of our expectations, called peripeteia in literary terms, becomes
, the more certain we feel about the realistic touch of that literary
composition. In Kermode’s words “the more daring the peripeteia, the
more we may feel that the work respects our sense of reality; and the more
certainly we shall feel that the fiction under consideration is one of those
which, by upsetting the ordinary balance of our naive expectations, is
finding something out for us, something real”. (18) This theory of Kermode
corroborates the unexpected turns of events or twist endings in O’ Henry
or Maupassant’s stories . Above all that life’s course is full of unexpected
twists or surprises is beyond doubt-which, in turn, reflects the realistic
touches in the stories that end in twists.

To sum up the elaborate critical analysis, I convey the view that those who
regard the typical O’ Henry endings that characterise situation -reversal or
surprise-twists in the story, as contrived, cursorily done, entirely for the
sake of entertainment are ridiculously mistaken in having such a prejudiced,
unjustified view. On the contrary, by incorporating such a tricky literary
style, O’ Henry is successful in providing almost in all his short stories a
majestic blend of artistic perfection and aesthetic entertainment.
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Train to Pakistan
An Indo-Anglian partition novel

Amir Hossain Khan

Abstract : Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan is a memorable partition
novel of International repute. It reaches up to the rank of the all-time
classics for its relevance of theme, superb art of characterisation and a
narrative art that touches the borderlines of that of Dickens, Hardy and
even Shakespeare in his famous tragedies. Juggut Singh, Nooran, Hukum
Chand, Igbal Singh, etc., are real human characters of flesh and blood like
ourselves. The martyrdom of Jugga raises him to the levels of the greatest
martyrs of love of all times: Farhad, Romeo, Leander, etc. But the ending of
the tragic novel is perhaps the most sensational. The question put before
us by the author has no reply. Countries may be parted, but love? The
question is put before the conscience of the world.

Key Words : Independence, Pakistan, Partition, Trauma, Boundary, Train,
Love, Separation.

Introduction : The English came to India, ruled it for about two centuries
and they left the country in a huff when there was a great public upsurge
beyond their power to control against their colonial rule, but before leaving,
they divided India into two parts: the Hindu Hindustan and the Muslim
Pakistan. The division, in course of time, turned into a violent and bloody
man-made disaster, so much so that the Indian sub-continent, even after
seventy years of the bifurcation is witnessing a crisis, of which there does
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not appear to be any solution whatsoever. Khushwant Singh’s Train to
Pakistan is a realistic record of such a move made by the British colonisers
in the middle of the last century in the wake of the two great Wars.

The News of Partition : India became free in 1947. Khushwant Singh’s
Train to Pakistan was published in 1956. Mr. Singh, being a resident of
the bordering state of the Hindu Hindustan, could feel the heat that was
gradually increasing with the passage of time. He must have seen the
course of events with his own eyes and must be very sad at heart at the
suffering of the displaced persons on both the lands on both the sides of
the border. His narration of the suffering of the people is superb. He has
given the details of the pathos of the situation, but has not romanticised
the matter. The novel is thoroughly steeped in humanism calling to mind
that of Mulk Raj Anand, the famous Indo-Anglian novelist of the pre-
Independence era and his English Victorian counterpart, Charles Dickens.
The story is set in an imaginary village called the Mano Majra somewhere
in the Hindu Hindustan near the border. Mano Majra is said to be a non-
descript sleepy village seemingly with no connection with the world and
even with the rest of India itself. People are too simple to realise the
meaning of Independence. When they are told of it, they are astonished
and look at one another with an air of disbelief. The ordinary villagers
want to know from any person whom they consider educated and wise.
But nobody who visits the village or its outskirts seems to know the
meaning of Independence and the name of Pakistan. Some have of course
heard the name of Gandhi, but nobody has heard the name of Mohammad
Ali Jinnah. The people could not dream that the wave of the Independence
and the partition of the country would soon reach them and throw them in
to the midst of an unprecedented turmoil robbing them of the peace and
tranquillity in which they were living so long.

The Village : Khuswant Singh, like Raja Rao, another Indian stalwart of
Indo-Anglian novel, has given a graphic and picturesque description of
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the village Mano Majra at the very beginning. Raja Rao did the same in the
depiction of the village, Kanthapura, in his famous Indo-Anglian novel
written with the same name, almost a decade before the Independence and
the partition. Singh has written that Mano Majra is a village where mostly
poor people live in perfect amity. It has never witnessed any communal
riot, not even a petty skirmish involving members of different communities.
All except three houses in the village are mud-built houses or ramshackle
cottages. One of the large brick-built houses is that of Lala Ram Lal, the
cruel usurer, who exploits the poor villagers to his heart’s content. Other
two stone-built houses are the Muslims’ masjid and the Sikhs’ gurudwara,
where the devotees worship their respective gods and there has been no
bad-blood or a petty quarrel on any matter. But the silence of ages was
broken suddenly and everywhere there were daggers in every eye.

The People : The people of Mano Majra are on good terms with one
another. Imam Bakhs leads the Muslim prayer in the mosque five times a
day and before them he shouts the azan standing on a stone near the gate
ofthe masjid. People, who come to pray in the mosque, ask him what is the
meaning of Independence and they also want to know if India has really
become free. Ifitis free at all, what will come of the freedom. People has to
suffer all the same. Before the Independence, they were exploited by the
British, and now that the British has gone away, the big guns of the
society will exploit the poor. The poor and the down-trodden have nowhere
to go. They are destined to suffer and die wallowing in poverty. They
must, therefore, go on living in the dark without trying to know the meaning

of Independence and the merits and demerits of Independence.

The Art of Characterisation : Khushwant Singh is a deft artist of the
description of the setting; and he is no less expert in the matter of
characterisation. Almost every character in the novel is real, a human
being of flesh and blood. Their simple reactions to any great event is of
our own. Side by side with good characters, Khushwant Singh has also
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presented the evil ones. It is natural for antisocial elements to launch their
sway among the simple folk. Both the notorious dacoits: Milla Singh and
Juggut Singh are the terror of the Mano Majra village and the station
Mano Majra by the side of the village. Khuswant Singh’s art of
characterisation brings to our mind that of Shakespeare who lived and
wrote almost four centuries ago and whose art of characterisation is
considered the testament of this literary art cutting across the boundaries
oftime and place.

The Representation of Characters : No other author of Indian English
writing is such full of varieties as Khushwant Singh. Mr. Singh has chosen
representative characters from every walk of life. There are people from
the predominant Sikh community, the Muslim and the lone Hindu family
living in the village. There are also robbers and dacoits and other anti-
social elements that are the natural byproducts of expanding human
civilisation. Both men and women represent their respective sexes. Some
are young and the others are old. Even children are not excluded from the
narration. Singh has taken care to incorporate animals, domestic and wild,
into the narration of his story. In all, it is a realistic microcosm of real India
in transition from colonisation to freedom. But, in the middle of the historical
change, he has showcased the trauma of the people, in its most pathetic

colours.

The Classical Design : The shadow of Shakespeare’s plot-construction
is noticeable in the narration of Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan. Yet
the point-of-view does not become pessimistic like that of Thomas Hardy.
Mr. Singh has called a spade a spade, never wanting to be sensational in
his writing for the sake of cheap popularity. The plot has a classical design.
It follows the course of the established norms of dramatization. From the
exposition and complication the action of the novel reaches its sorrowful
climax and, after that ends with a brief denouement. The ending is the most
effective. The death of the villain-hero amply catharsises the emotions of



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 11. May, 2019

our pity and fear leaving us in a calm of mind, all passions spent.

The Tragic Hero : Khushwant Singh in the writing ofhis Train to Pakistan
seems to have followed the principle of Shakespeare making a villain the
hero of the novel as Shakespeare did in his Macbeth. Juggut Singh (Jugga)
is a notorious dacoit and a terror of Mano Majra. People tremble to hear
his name. At present he dominates the scene of crime in the region. But he
has not become a criminal overnight. Before becoming a robber of such
prowess, he was in the gang of Milla Singh, where he gained his expertise
in the field of crime under the patronage of Milla Singh. But, after some
petty quarrel with Milla, he left the gang and has built his own party of
young dacoits. He was doing well his work as a green-horn in the field of
crime with unhampered enthusiasm, but the arrival of a young girl seemed
to change the direction of his life and thought.

Nooran : Nooran, a young Muslim girl, is the second most important
character in the novel. She is whole-heartedly in love with Jugga. She is
ready to give up everything for him. Her love is mostly unconditional
except the fact that she wants her lover to mend his ways and be worthy to
get her love. Acting under his promise given to her, Jugga appears to be
changing and may soon emerge as a good human being. But, his love with
Nooran lands him into an unforeseen turmoil, which ultimately lands him
in the net of police and finally to the prison. While Jugga is in jail, the
situation outside it changed totally. The English left India and before
leaving they made the division of the country. The Muslims in India were
to go to Pakistan and the Hindus and Sikhs living in Pakistan had to come
to India. The change of the situation threw Nooran into the middle of the
crisis. She must not go to Pakistan with the other members of her community,
because her lover is in jail and she now is carrying his baby into her womb.
Having no other option before her, she gathers courage to visit Jugga’s
mother with the fond hope that she would not turn her away. But, the old
Sikh woman would not agree to the marriage of her son with a girl who
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belongs to the Muslim community. When Nooran bursts into tears and
clutches the feet of Jugga’s mother, the later ultimately experiences an
epiphany and she agrees to the marriage of her son with his pregnant
fiancée, though she maybelong to another community. But Nooran’s love
with Jugga does not reach a fruitful ending, because the novel ends
apparently with a notion that Nooran with other Muslims seated on the
roof of the goods-train sped through the bridge where lay the dead body
of Juggat Singh cut into pieces on the railway tracks. Khushwant Singh
has left Nooran’s fate to our imagination. Nobody knows what happened
to her. But everybody knows that Jugga Singh became the martyr of love.

Hukum Chand-Haseena Sub-plot : Third in the rank of the hierarchy of the
characterization comes Hukum Chand, the City Magistrate. We may
consider his affair with Haseena, the Muslim prostitute, as sub-plot of the
tragic novel. He has his share to contribute into the tragic pattern of the
novel. He is a very powerful Government official, but he has a soft corner
in his heart. He had Haseena for some casual entertainment, but his
association with her in course of time built a bond of human relationship
although there was a very big distance between Haseena and him both in
respect of religion and age. Haseena is junior to his daughter. Here we see
that the mutual attraction between Hukum Chand and Haseena has also
share in the tragedy of the novel. When Hukum Chand comes to know
that his Haseena is sent to Pakistan seated on the roof of the goods-train
from the refugee camp, he orders the release of Jugga not knowing that the
latter might jump into the fray to stop the death of his Nooran with the
other members of her Muslim community. In short, the Hukum Chand-
Haseena sub-plot is an important ingredient of Khushwant Singh’s idea
of human tragedy.

Igbal Singh : Igbal singh has no direct participation in the action of the
novel but he certainly acts as a catalyst to it. He is an educated Indian Sikh

and the people of Mano Majra want to know from him if India has really
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become free and the Englishmen left the country. His arrival to Mano
Majra is significant because the local people consider him as a wise man
who is in a position to come out with the real significance of Independence.
Though he has no love affairs of his own, but he becomes the target of the
suspicion of the people and the Government officials. The Muslims know
him as a Sikh, and the Sikhs doubt him to be a Muslim. His name, physique
and his air give rise to the suspicion breeding both among the Muslims
and Hindus about his credential. He has to parade his private parts to the
suspecting policemen including Hukum Chand in order to prove that he is
a Sikh, not a Muslim. He has to explain the reason of his circumcision
saying that it was the outcome of a surgical operation to get rid from an
infection in his genitals. Igbal Singh here is a reminder of Diggorry Venn,
the Reddleman, in The Return of the Native written by Thomas Hardy, the
illustrious Victorian novelist, who is considered by popular opinion as the

prince of pessimism.

Minor Characters : Barring the major characters of Juggat Singh, Nooran,
Hukum Chand, Igbal Singh and Haseena, there are also some very important
minor characters who move about in groups calling to mind of the rustic
philosophers of Thomas Hardy’s Victorian novels, particularly his Far
From the Madding Crowd, The Return of the Native, The Mayor of
Casterbridge and The Tess of the D Urbervilles, etc. Milla Singh is the
gang-man of his group of dacoits, but his power has dwindled in course of
time giving rise to the ascent of Juggut Singh, who at present dominates
the scene of crime in Mano Majra. Lala Ram Lal is the only Hindu rich
money-lender, but he has a small role to play in the novel. His role may be
brief, but it is significant, because his murder brings about the complication
in the action of the novel. He was murdered by the people of Milla Singh,
but Juggut Singh was supposed to be his murderer, as he was not found
present at his house as promised by him to the City Magistrate, and was
busy making love with his girl-friend, Nooran, with the bushes in the
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outskirts of Mano Majra. His absence at his home landed him into the
prison resulting into his separation from his love, Nooran. Thus, Lala Ram
Lal has a brief but significant role to play in the tragic pattern of Khushwant
Singh’s philosophy of human life.

The Literary Value : Characters are the vehicles of the idea of the theme
which the author insists to convey. The central theme of Khushwant
Singh’s Train to Pakistan is the depiction of the trauma and the tragedy of
partition and he has done the job excellently. For making the climax such
sensational, Singh has used such literary elements that are both
conventional and historical. The present novel is a historical fiction not
deviating from the tracks of reality. The opening of the novel is such
striking that once the reader begins to read it, it becomes difficult to give
it up. So engaging is the theme and the narration of the novel! The fiction
is written in Indian English, but it is in no way inferior to the standard
Queen’s English used as the medium of literature in England. Even
Englishmen, free from their national prejudice, must be impressed by this
Indian English historical novel. Credit must go to Khushwant Singh for
creating such a gem of literature remaining within the boundaries of the

classical norms of literary style.

Conclusion : Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan is the most sensational
artistic creation of the present times. It even surpasses the popularity of G.
B. Shaw, W. B. Yeats and T. S. Eliot, in the merits ofiits literary value. The
beginning is as engaging as is the ending impressive and memorable. The
total impression, in a word, is superb. Such an impressive writing is not
much there to be had in the treasure-trove of the modern English literature.
Mr. Singh’s Train to Pakistan has raised the value of Indian English writing
in the estimation of the world to a great extent. The modern readers of
Indo-Anglian literature and the scholars and critics alike are impressed
beyond limit by the impression created by Khushwant Singh’s Train to
Pakistan. It is not only a train running between India and Pakistan but one
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loaded with helpless humanity running direct into the conscience of the

humanistic element of the mankind throughout the world.
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Fissures in "Masculinized” memory:
British Women in the First World War

Srirupa Mahalanabis

“They’re going to keep their end up
Till the khaki soldier boys come marching back”
(Jessie Pope War Girls)

“O damn the shibboleth
Of sex! God knows we’ve equal personality.
Why should men face the dark while women stay

To live and laugh and meet the sun each day?”
(Nora Bomford's Drafts)

The year 2019 marks the centennial year of the end of the First World War
and the suffrage of women in Britain. Suffrage is not only the right to vote
but it is also recognition of all the other imperatives associated with the
nation state and one’s role therein. The First World War brought mixed
reactions in England. The Public however was supportive of the
Government decision. Nationalistic fervour rose and war was considered
an opportunity for the ‘test of manhood’ (Howard 27). Many saw in the
War an aspect of liberation from an outworn regime. Intellectuals and
ruling classes participated willingly and found in it an opportunity to
display their leadership. Workers in the industries and in the urban
environment s got a respite from their tedious jobs. The powers had not
contemplated for a long war. British military head Kitchner understood
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well in time that the war would be a long one and would need a huge band.
As such, it was essential to provision for man-power well in advance. He
got an immediate response and by the end of 1914, more than a million men
joined. This was more than what had been asked for, and far more than the
number that could be equipped and armed. Compulsory enrolment in military
service had been condemned by the Liberal Government. But as war
progressed, requisition increased until in May 1916, conscription was

made mandatory for all men in the age group 18 to41.

In the Industrial urbanity there arose a sudden lack of workers to
work in the factories demanding a sudden “feeling- in” of position. Land
was left to be cultivated by women. For the first time, women were forced
to give up the comfort of their homes and take the place of their male
partners in the factories and fields. Women had already been organizing
themselves for the ‘suffragette’ movement to demand the vote and these
organizations merged headlong into the war effort. Women gradually
became an indispensible and a reliable alternative, not only in the nursing
and welfare services but also in the offices, factories and agriculture thereby
being involved and participating in all the activities of the welfare state.

Jessie Pope’s poem War Girls lists the various jobs that women took up -

There’s the girl who clips your ticket for the train
And the girl who speeds the lift from floor to floor
There’s the girl who does milk—round in the rain,
And the girl who calls for orders at your door.
Strong, sensible and fit,

They’re out to show their grit

And tackle jobs with energy and knack.

By 1915, 256,000 women were employed in the metal and engineering
industries that were closely linked with productions of war equipments
and ammunitions and hence taken by some to be their participation in the

3

war’. It only became natural to recognize these participations. The
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Government forced itself to open the gates for women in 1918 through the
new Representation of the People Act which gave voting rights to women
above the age of 30. As a byproduct of the war, therefore, the condition of
women improved and Britain progressed. To quote Simkins, Jukes and
Hickey “ ...the First World War was a powerful catalyst of the social
change which was to lead to an era in which women now share the highest
political(but not military) offices with men”(10)

However, the war was seen as a ‘male domain’and women had nothing
to do with it. As women did not fight, they were necessarily excluded from
the experience of war. It was a mixed response to the role that women
played. Apart from the crisis that almost every English household suddenly
plunged into hollowness as women lost their husbands, sons, fathers,
brothers and children grew up without fathers , it included the vast
arrangement that was required to send an individual to war and for ordinary
women the struggle to maintain the household in the absence of their male
counterparts. The private, at once, became public and confrontational as
accusations of ill decorum and conduct against women became rampant.
Women were maligned and their reputations disrespected at many
occasions. Many women were thrown out of jobs after the return of their
male counterparts. Sharon Ouditt raises important questions “Did the war
change things for women? Were they better or worse off as a result of the
war? Was the war fulfilling or a debilitating experience? Was it responsible
for their being given the vote?” As said earlier, the War brought mixed
reaction. While it was responsible to some extent for the re-evaluation in

suffrage policies, the condition of women remained more or less the same.

Women responded and wrote literature of their own experience. Maria
C. Grey’s The Physical Force Objection to Women s Suffrage published
by the Central Society for women’s suffrage ,1901 is a book about the
crucial development of the suffragist, pacifist movement. B.L. Hutchers
Conflicting Ideals of Woman's Work provides a vital context of the debates

surrounding women and work. Ellen Key’s War, Peace and the Future: A

Kabitika 11 L 16l
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consideration of Nationalism and Internationalism and of the Relation of
Women to War presents a Swedish woman’s view of the relationship
between war and women and how education is the only way to curb the
menacing arrangements that lead to war -”How can we then expect that
“this man made world’ will be regenerated through women’s vote , if women,
by her personal share in the war sanctions those means of settling national
misunderstanding that she has claimed to wish to combat with her vote.”
(Ouditt 70). Tierl Thompson edited Dear Girl: The Diaries and Letters of
Two Working women in London is a testimony of those who took part in
some of the major suffrage rallies. Vera Britian’s autobiography Testament
of Youth is considered the best record of the war time period. Books were
also written by women on the social and cultural history such as Sarah
Boston’s Women Workers and the Trade Unions covers the period of
Trade Union history from 1874 to 1986. Gall Braybon’s Women Workers in
the First World War: the British Experience is an account of the public

debate surrounding working class employment during the period.

Women, during this time wrote abundantly. However, this has found
little or no interest until recently. Literature written by women of this period
became visible only after the 1980s. Claire Buck points out that Brian
Gardner’s “Up the Line to Death: The War Poets 1914 -1918 contained no
work by women. Stories written by women were woven around the themes
of espionage, stories of love broken by a sudden declaration of hostilities
between nations, the horrors of a German attack on a Belgian setting,
stories of loss, bereavement and death, the moral and psychological
courage with which women tried to rebuild their life after death sometimes
through dignity of work or involved in other liaisons. There were again the
novels on the liberation movement and how war destroyed the genteel,
feminine ideals or how war gave a sudden freedom soon to be destroyed.
But these gave no experience of trench and combat. Women lost husbands,
brothers, sons, security; were displaced, dispossessed, threatened but

did not lose their lives in combat. Their patriotic fervour at crossing the
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liminal space and moving to the public domain to keep the supply intact
was not patriotic enough and therefore called for no recognition or
appreciation. To quote Buck “The equation of women with a civilian
homefront that could never successfully comprehend the war experience
of'the soldier set up a significant obstacle for feminist critics attempting to
restore women’s writing to visibility and to explain its value.”(87) Therefore,
while women wrote and confronted their situation at home, their ‘absence

of presence’ continued uninterrupted.

This is an interesting area of research which definitely needs further
exploration. Encouraging the study of women’s literature of the period will
open newer avenues which will confidently place women’s contribution on
a firmer ground and help to negotiate her position in a pre-dominantly ‘man’s
area’. This is not to eclipse or better man’s contribution which stands

exclusively but only a humble attempt to locate the women of the period.
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Tussle against Stereotype Gender Role:
Women in Salman Rushdie’s
Midnight’s Children

Susmita De

Abstract : The 1981 publication of the omniscient writer Salman Rushdie’s
Midnight’s Children was a watershed in the post-independence
development of the Indian English novel. Midnight’s Children is
overwhelmed at the level of ideas by history and historicity and also
covered by the magical realism. However Rushdie’s fiction has often been
criticised for its representation of women. And Midnight’s Children is a
harsh critique of gender related power struggles of post colonial Indian
society. Rushdie’s women characters are stronger and more grounded
than the typical Indian women. Countless years in the domestic spheres
has branded women as weak, demure and dependant on man. This
masochistic society exploits women. Therefore the discussion below aims
to scrutinize Rushdie’s presentation of those women and their struggle
against these traditional gender stereotypes as well as double standard

morality.

Introduction
“One is not born a woman, but rather becomes one.”

(Simon de Beauvoir)

“The emotional, sexual and psychological stereotyping of females begins
when the doctor says, ‘it’s a girl’.”

(Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm)
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Gender is a socially and culturally constructed term that describes the
social interpretation regarding the identity of man or woman; “gender
stereotypes are beliefs shared by people in a given society about how
man and woman differ or should differ” (Larson & Buss, 2008). Gender
stereotyping is a psychological thought process that constructs a set of
beliefs of an individual about the characteristics of a man and woman.
Gender inequality is a social phenomenon in a society basically in our
Indian society. After the birth of a child, society decides the child as a boy
or girl. If he is a boy then he is superior, on the other hand if she is a girl she
is inferior. Society constructs an ideology in the minds of the people that
a man with his masculine power can do everything and a woman with her
feminine weakness can do nothing. In the eyes of a society what an
independent woman can’t do, an economically dependent man can do.
For this kind of double standard morality the women are being often called
as ‘second sex’. In this patriarchal society always men prove themselves
superior in every respect. This masochistic society exploits women. This

exploitation of women has often been a central theme of many novels.

But Rushdie’s representation of women is quite different. He portrays
the development of women characters and their quest for identity in this
hostile world. In Midnight’s Children the representation of women shows
how they struggle to break the stereotypical idea of traditional gender role
in post-independence India. These women can be described as superior
and defendable. And they are often caught between position and power.
However, Rushdie wants to present his women characters as new Indian

women.
Discussion
“Women have always been the ones to change my life” (MC, P-266) .

This confession of Saleem’s is one of the excellent examples to
authenticate the approach of this paper. This paper divided into three
parts. First part deals with a brief introduction; second part contains
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discussion which goes directly with the textual reference from Midnight’s

Children; and third part deals with conclusion.

Saleem is the narrator of this Booker of booker’s winning novel
Midnight’s Children. This paper will show Rushdie’s portrayal of women
characters into three generations. Despite of new freedom, the women
were still treated like second class citizen in this society. ‘Purdah’ was a
central aspect of the women’s question. In this novel the struggle to break

the gender identity begins with the character of Naseem. Thiara says,

“The text’s portrayal of Naseem serves the purpose of resisting a
neat resolution of an individual women’s entry into the national
role which was constructed and propagated by nationalist

discourse”(Nicole Weickgennant Thiara, p-61)

Naseem Aziz, Saleem’s grandmother who is known as ‘Reverend
Mother’ throughout the novel is too conservative to be reformed. She is
first introduced in the novel as a patient of Adam Aziz(grandfather of
Saleem) and he was permitted to see only afflicted part of her body through

a perforated sheet.

“You European returned chappies forget certain things. Doctor
Sahib, my daughter is a decent girl, it goes without saying...l have
required her to be positioned behind that sheet.”(MC,P-23).

But changes occurred after her marriage with Adam Aziz. He tries to
change her character and tries to transform her into a modern Indian woman.
But after a long time, it was difficult to Naseem to be a modern. And for
that, gradually she has developed into ‘Reverend Mother’. Though she
has not achieved modernity but she was giving teaching non-secularism
to her children. And she also started to dominate the domestic realm with

a strong hand,

“Yet she refuse to be the victim and turns into a domestic tyrant,

and the text does not punish her for her ‘unwifely’ behaviour but
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allows her to develop her dominance to an alarming
degree”(Thiara, p-63).

Dr. Aziz’s mother was also a strong woman. It is seen at very first that,
after the death of Dr. Aziz’s father, his mother took over the jewellery
business to take responsibilities of her family. Another moment is when
Dr. Aziz’s mother ripped off her veil after the death of her husband and was
happy as she was now free from the rules and regulations of her husband.

“In 1918, Doctor Aziz’s father, deprived of his birds, died in his
sleep; and at once his mother, who had been able to sell the
gemstone business thanks to the success of Aziz’s practice, and
who now saw her husband’s death as a merciful release for her
from a life filled with responsibilities...”(MC,P-30).

Mumtaz or Amina Sinai, daughter of Naseem and mother of Saleem, is
the second generation woman in this novel. As comparison to her mother
Amina is little modern and liberal minded. According to Thiara, “In stark
contrast to Naseem, Rushdie created with Mumtaz/Amina a woman who
strives desperately hard to be the quintessentially dutiful wife but
nevertheless falls short of the expectations associated with that
role”(Thiara, p-66). She loves and marries Nadir Khan, a rhyme less poet
who fled from assassins. She marries Nadir against her mother and their
marriage was secret. Instead of her family no one knew about their marriage.
After marriage Amina started living a double lifestyle, one in public and
other private. But, two years later when they came to know about Nadir
Khan’s impotency, Naseem insisted her to leave him and remarry. But
Amina was willing to overlook Nadir’s impotency. But under pressure of
her family she compelled to leave Nadir and remarried Ahamed Sinai. But
she still loves Nadir. However she tries to her best to love Ahamed and
start a new life. Amina desperately struggles against traditional gender
role. When Ahamed Sinai’s failed business attempt made them destitute
and when their family broke, a very pregnant Amina desperately tries to
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earn money. She even does not hesitate to play gamble to earn extra
money. While her husband sinks deeper into alcoholism and depression,
Amina fights her husband’s fight and saves her family, dismantling the
idea that a man has to be the head of the household. Amina is not put
behind “perforated sheet” as her mother. She struggles to live
independently in this society. Amina possess the protective quality of the
motherland as she saves life of Lifafa Das from a group oftempted Muslims
in Delhi. She makes a public announcement of her pregnancy even before

her husband’s knowledge.

Rushdie presents Amina as the dream of unified India. He portrays
Amina in such a way where she posses all the similarities to mother India.
When Ahamed Sinai remained inactive Amina appears the savior of the
family. In all respects Amina is as strong as any male in the society. Apart
from Amina, Alia and Emarald, two sisters of Amina, are also in the same

category. They repeatedly struggle against the traditional gender role.

Rushdie’s women are often seen between positions of power. Saleem’s
aunt Pia Aziz plays a beautiful role in this. She wanted to get rid of her
boring life with her husband and therefore she stands against the fact of
being treated like a subjugated, ordinary woman. She decided to act on the

screen. Actually she wanted to become an independent woman.

Saleem’s sister, Jamila Singer who was known as ‘Brass Monkey’
before her transformation into a singer. When perforated sheet syndrome
reoccurs in Jamila’s life, she strongly protests against this. Apart from her,
Evelyn, an Americal girl on whom Saleem has a crush during his stay at
Methwold Estate, is also important. “Her extraordinary ability to perform
high-risk but spectacular stunts on a bicycle is quite unbecoming of a
normal girl’s nature”(Khomdram Shyamsundara Singh,p-56).

Parvati, Saleem’s legal wife, is also plays a beautiful role. She was
known as ‘Parvati, the witch’. Her name suggests that she is portrayed as

an embodiment of courage and guile. Once she saves Saleem’s life and in
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away she helps him to escape from East Pakistan is too daring for a normal
woman. Her dominating personality is also observed in Shiva’s life. Shiva
who used to lead a reckless life, when Parvati comes his life, she persuades
him to maintain a steady, conjugal life. But when she is ill-treated by Shiva,
she leaves him instead of her pregnancy.

Padma is another character whom Rushdie presents in a little different
way. She is the female audience to whom the entire narrative of the novel
is address. D.C.R.A Goonetilleke interprets,

“From one perspective, Midnight’s Children is a fiction about
fiction, an allegory about writing, a deconstruction of the text.
Saleem is writing his novel and he relates it to Padma. She is not
areader buta listener, an audience. She is a pickle maker ( at Mary
Pereira’s Braganza pickle factory where Saleem is presently the
supervisor), and such a woman, in an Indian context, would be
illiterate, at least in regard to reading in English” (Salman
Rushdie,P-41).

Padma is not only an audience, she is a co-creator. Saleem always
needs Padma’s support. “I am, perhaps, hiding behind all these questions.
Yes, perhaps that’s right. I should speak plainly, without the cloak of a
question-mark: our Padma has gone, and I miss her. Yes, that’s it”(MC,P-
207). She is also portrays as a caring wife. Though she is a girl with a
Hindu background, she never hesitates to accept Saleem as her husband
who belongs to a Muslim community. Jannatul Farhana says, “Padma is
the representation of regeneration as she is a completely healthy woman
where Saleem represents infertility-impotency. From this point of view
Padma is more qualified than Saleem and she, perhaps, also becomes the

cause of Saleem’s inferiority complex” (P-32).

This is one of the striking features of the novel in which Rushdie
deals with one of the greatest political figure of the country namely Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, former prime minister of India. Mr. khomdram Shyamsundara
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Singh interprets, “ She is projected as the mother of the Emergency and is
repeatedly referred to as Widow, with capital “W’, and it is nothing but an
appellation signifying inhuman qualities, like cruelty, harshness, and to
crown it all, an uncontrolled power over the household, due to the drying
up of emotions”’(Modern Research Studies, P-58). The sufferings and
self-sacrifice of the Indian widows, especially the high-caste Hindu widows
portray in a way that they are supposed to born for selfless service for
others. But the character of Indira Gandhi as a widow appears almost
monstrous to Saleem. At one point Saleem says,

“Women have made me; and also unmade. From Reverend Mother
to the Widow, and even beyond, I have been at the mercy of the
so-called (erroneously, in my opinion!) gentler sex. It is, perhaps,
a matter of connection: is not Mother India, Bharat-Mata,
commonly thought of as female? And, as you know, there’s no
escape from her.”(MC, P-565)

Conclusion

The women characters, both the major and minor, plays an important role
that brings a novelty in the novel, Midnight’s Children, in post-independent
India. Many of them have qualities which merits respects and admiration.
They are projected as equal to men.

Indian woman has passed through many upheavals of Indian history.
From the Vedic period to the modern period she has been a helping hand
to man. The role of Indian woman in the Midnight’s Children is stronger
and more grounded than the traditional Indian woman. Woman also seems
to be the backbone of the family, and to a certain extent, they have the
power. However, Rushdie portrays female characters and their power
sometimes in form of mentioned love and sometimes in form of monstrosity.
He has criticised the castes and male superiority in different walks of
Indian life and presents the struggle of women in a patriarchal society. His
description of Indira Gandhi shows a strong woman in modern India. The
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use of legends and imagery in the novel are also important. Thus the novel

provides so many example of gender related power struggle.

Throughout the novel it is seen that how women characters struggles
for their identity, they fights against imperialism, colonialism as well as
patriarchy. They do not want to remain in the typical ideology, a stereotype
belief. They want to be modern. So, on the whole, it is proved that, in the
novel Midnight’s Children Rushdie’s portrayal of women characters and

their struggle against traditional gender role impressed many readers.
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Sport and Globalization
Soma Rani Karan

Globalization refers to the growing network of interdependencies
, political, economic, cultural and social which bind human beings
together. It has shaped the world sport in five-fold ways. The
first point to consider is the people’s involvement. Globalization
has increased the number of spectators of sport. Secondly the
technological movement between countries in the field of
machinery for the production of sport equipments by corporations
and government agencies has contributed to the emergence of
global economy entering on sport. Thirdly the repaid flow of
money around the world through e-commerce and e-banking leads
to a multi-million dollar business in the world of sport. Fourthly,
the popularity of sport is getting increased by electronic media
like Internet. It allows the spectators to access the latest of
competition at every moment. Last comes the ideological
dimension. Sport is presently a part of transnational culture. In
many ways globalization is beneficial for sport. It spreads the

importance sport throughout the world.

The relationship between sport and globalisation encompasses the
economic, political and ideological fields. Modern sport originated in the
mid nineteenth century in Great Britain and the United states along with
American University football mixed with the revival of the Olympic Games

have been increasingly globalized through the economic , political and
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ideological channels. Sport has an element of competition; its popularity
depends on the spectators and the winners’ performance in the competition.
With the advent of electronic and satellite media the popularity of sport is
getting increased day by day crossing the national boundaries. Herein
lies the element of globalization. We may discuss the relation through

some perspectives.
The Meaning of Globalization

Globalization is a worldwide movement-a restructuring of economic,
political and ideological levels in a broader outlook. The concept refers to
the growing network of interdependencies political, economic, cultural
and social , which bind human beings together. The economic level is
characterized by an acceleration of global production process with the
presence of a new international division of labour and international
marketing strategies. Capital accumulation with a greater profit motive
results in disparities of income worldwide. These changes have been
getting accelerated with the help of internet. On the political level the
governments have abolished Keynesian policies and adopted neo-
liberalism which subordinates the national sovereignty to the international
treaties such as GATT, and the organization like IMF and the world Bank.
The Transnational Corporations and Transnational Banks have been
increasingly more powerful than national economies. On the ideological
level this neo-liberalism has contributed to free —market dominance

throughout the world.
Sport and Globalization
The globalization has shaped the world sport in five-fold ways. The first

point to consider regarding the relationship between sport and globalization
is the scope of people’s involvement. Here people imply to tourists,
migrants, exiles and guest workers and the distant spectators. Migration
of elite talents, sport scientists, coaches and administrators is a decisive
feature in different societies. People across the globe regularly view satellite
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broadcasts of English League and European Championship League match.
The FIFA World Cup is the most popular sport in the world with an
average viewership of 3.5 Billion people worldwide. Innumerable people
go to sponsored countries to watch the sports physically. They use hotels,
lodges and do maximum shopping. The consumption of Oakland Raiders
jackets and Jose Sharks jerseys and Nike Air Jordan’s shoes and garments
are being worn by young people all over the world. One may argue that
these international changes in sport are an example of Americanization
rather than Globalization. Because American cultural forms and products
are getting imposed on other cultures at the expense and form of domestic
culture. This American cultural hegemony mat not be viewed as a dark

spot on the world’s population but an impact of globalization.

Then comes the economical side of globalization. Jean Harvey and
Genevieve Rail state that the modern sport has always operated in the
global economy. The players use equipments-boots, ball and uniforms
that are designed in the West, financed by multinational corporations
such as Adidas and Nike and hand-stitched in Asia using child-labour.
These equipments are sold at significant profit to the global market. Sport
is increasingly important to the globalization process as a means to promote
commodity consumption. Brian Stoddart reports that in 1933 the four major
professional leagues in the United States sold $9 billion worth of franchised
goods; while the three major television networks generated $2.2 billion in
sports related advertising and the cable networks generated $800 million.
Furthermore, when the Japanese J-League football games were put on
commercial television that same year, that programming generated $300
million worth of sales for Sony Creative Products and one million new
depositors for Fuji Bank. Following this several transnational corporations
are involved in the production and consumption. Some of them own the
media channels and earn extreme profit through advertising and
broadcasting. The flow of finance in global sports arena has come to

centre on international trade in recent decades.
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Secondly, the technological movement between countries in the field
of machinery for the production of sport equipments by corporations and
government agencies has contributed to the emergence of global economy
centring on the sport. A multitude of transnational or global technological
exchanges are continuously restructuring the world of sport. The movement
of technology and the manufacture of clothing, footwear and equipment
is a world-wide industry that wealthier nations are able to access to a far

greater degree than their poorer counterparts.

Thirdly, the economic dimension encompasses the rapid flow of money
around the world through e-commerce and e-banking. From the core
countries like Great Britain and the United States to the peripheral countries
like Saudi Arab and Afghanistan and Pakistan that flow is running giving
an impetus to the core countries in the field of decision-making dominance
over the others. The semi- peripheral countries like South Korea also
involved in this exchange. But the flow of money is unidirectional i.e. from
the peripheral and semi-peripheral countries to the core countries. As a
result the globalization of sport helps the Western countries keep the
sport within their own grip.

Fourthly, the advent of electronic media like the internet is now a
significant medium for sport coverage. It allows the fans to access the
latest news of competition, view the flow of images through the world.
Web1.0, Web 2.0 and the social websites are used for the interaction of the
spectators and fans throughout the world. The popularity of the sport is
getting increased day by day; on this high-level popularity depend the

economic and political development of the sport.

Fifthly, Comes the ideological dimension. The opening and closing
ceremonies of the Athens games reflect the cultural values and ideological
features before the spectators. At the level of ideology global sports
festivals such as the Olympics have come to serve as vehicles for the
expression of ideologies that are transnational in character. In this way a
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transnational culture and global ideology have been developed and
nurtured centring on the sport. Sport is presently a part of this transnational
culture or global culture. This leads to a shift from the ethnic to a
supranational culture that increases the national esteem of a participating
country before the public.

Conclusion

In many ways globalization has been beneficial for sport. First, the spread
of sports throughout the world is remarkable. Second, the diversity in
athletes ‘origins participating in many of the professional leagues around
the world,(e.g. the Ladies professional Golf Associassion, the Women’s
tennis association) is an evidence. Also noteworthy is the increasing
number of countries participating in international sport events. In addition,
an increasing number of athletes are participating in diverse range of
sports often crossing the gender and religious lines and climate barriers.
For example, Muslim women are participating in sport such as rugby and
football, the participation of Jamaican athletes in bobsleigh at the 1988
Olympic Winter games in Calgary.

Modern sport has become media led and bound up in an
interdependency chain. The factors of uneven power relations, satellite
broadcasts and profit motive have made sport more commercial. The players
are engaged in earning money; the suppliers are engaged in earning
income; the media is also trying to earn more during sport through
advertising and broadcasting. A global migration of sports personnel has
been an important factor in recent decades. Modern sport now has been a
receptacle of multi- billion dollar business and the studies of sport give
emphasis to the interconnected political, economic and cultural patterns
that contour and shape the modern sport. Modern technologies enable
people, images, ideas and money to cross the globe with rapidity. Modern
people know well that their lives and place of living are part of the globe
with a multiplicity of linkages.
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But time has not yet come to have an idea that everything is bad or
getting worse. Firstly, coaches, sports scientists and technology. Secondly,
due to broadcasting developments the performers have the tendencies to
show their talents before the globe and represent the nation with pride.
The patriotic sentiment grows within them. It reinforces their national
esteem. Their national emblems are engrafted on their uniforms and they
represent the nation before the global spectators. A rising enthusiasm and
spirit works in them in their performance. The emergence of sports-heroes
is the natural outcome. Thirdly, the hegemonic control and racial aggression
in sport are getting increasingly lesser due to globalization. The peripheral
countries have got the chances to show their talents and are globally
broadcasted. It enhances their national identification and prestige. The
non-core leagues are broadcasted and bound up in a chain of dependency
relationship with the core- European countries. They can face the
challenges and become successful. The relative decline of Great Britain on
the sport field is an instance of that. The identification and development

of non- core countries in modern sport is certainly a great achievement.
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Disaster Management in India:
An Insight Look

Dr. Malay Kumar Ghosh

Abstract

India, situated in South Asia, is one of the most disaster-prone countries
in the world. Natural disasters like floods, droughts, cyclones etc occur
almost every year in different regions. Earthquake also happens at intervals.
In addition to these, man-made hazards also occur sometimes such asriot,
war, terror attacks, road/train accidents, sinking of boats, epidemic disaster
etc. All of these hazards cause huge loss of lives and properties which
seriously affect and hinder the overall development of the country. To
cope with these casualties, disaster management agencies have been
formed in central, state and district levels also. But these are not so
successful due to lack of precise plans and sufficient resources. Taking all
of these into consideration, this paper deliberately attempts to give
emphasis on a more strong, equipped and responsible disaster management
system in India which can be more forceful and effective to combat with

the disasters.
Key words : Disaster, Hazard, Casualties, Management, Resource.
Introduction

Man, with other living being in the world, is nothing but a mere toy in the
hands of whimsical nature and that is why he becomes perplexed and feels
helpless when a disaster occurs with all its frightful outcome. But man
himselfalso is not less responsible for these unwanted occurrences. He is
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exploiting the nature to the maximum to satisfy his own gradual rising
enticement by eradicating forest, excavating deep hollow for maximum
lifting up mineral wealth and so on triggering to some disorder in nature.
Keeping aside these, to maintain livelihood, man is adopting a series of
dishonest and inhuman means like lying, stealing, cheating, hypocrisy,
disrespect, negligence, rudeness, torture, even murder for a trifling matter
and so on. Thus, it has been a buzzword that being enraged with the
haughty attitude of mankind in average, nature also is prepared to take
revenge upon mankind in the shape of bringing dreadful calamities
resulting colossal loss of lives and properties. But truly speaking, though
it seems to be emotional, there lies a scientific background also especially
when we see the maximum exploitation of nature, deforestation etc which
are undoubtedly the causes of confused situation of nature to some extent.
Then, these are not the only reasons for occurrence of the disasters. A
unique geo-climatic condition has made India especially vulnerable to
natural disasters like recurrent floods, droughts, cyclones, earthquakes,
landslides and so on. Different natural disasters occur in different region
of India because of vastness of the country and accordingly, the peninsular
region of South India is mostly affected by cyclones during rainy season,
while during summer season, states of West India confront with severe

drought.
Objectives of the Study
1. Tohave idea of various terms relating to disaster management.

2. Tohighlight some of the major natural disasters/hazards occurred in
India.

3. Tomention disaster management scenario in India.
4. Toidentifythe hindrances against disaster management in India.

5. To offer some suggestions for proper implementation of disaster

management.
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Research Methodology

This study is descriptive as well as conceptual in nature and is mainly
based on secondary data available in various journals, articles and web

resources.
Concept of Some Related Terms

Disaster : Disaster is a sudden, serious disruption and calamitous event
disturbing vigorously the normal pattern of life and ecosystem of a
community and society which causes colossal loss of human, livestock,
wild lives as well as loss or damage of private and public properties that is
beyond the abilities of the sufferers to combat with using their own materials.
Such catastrophic condition comes from the occurrences like earthquake,

flood, drought, cyclone, volcanic eruption, epidemic diseases and so on.

Hazard : Hazard is a warning of danger to people, structures, public and
private properties etc created by a phenomena which may also cause a
disaster.

Risk : Risk is a function of measuring the supposed losses due to a
hazardous happening in a definite area. The following factors are to be
considered to determine the level of risk:

i) Nature of the hazard
i) Vulnerability of the elements which are affected
iii) Economic value of these elements.

Vulnerability : Vulnerability may be determined as the scope or size of a
loss, damage or disruption of a community, structure, geographic area etc
regarding their nature, construction and vicinity to a hazardous terrain or

a disaster-prone area, caused by the effect of a particular hazard.

The amount of damage, disruption and loss may be different in different

happenings according to their greatness or size.

Disaster Risk = Hazard + Vulnerability (Shah, A.J. 2011).
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Disaster Management : Disaster management can be explained as the
organisation and management of resources and responsibilities with a
view to mitigate the effect of calamities caused by a disaster with the help
of necessary emergencies, particularly preparedness, response and
recovery (https://www.google.com). It is a continuous process of minimizing
the effect of the hazards which needs to be accomplished by collective
and coordinative efforts. A lot of emergencies are to be taken in the event
of a disaster such as co-ordination, paramedical teams, drinking water,
foods materials, temporary shelters and so on.

Types of Disasters

Disasters may be segregated into two main categories- Natural Disaster
and Man-made or Human-instigated Disaster. These two main divisions
again may be grouped into major and minor.

Natural Disaster : These calamitous events occur due to some sudden
disorderliness in regular disciplined routine of nature. Some of the major
disasters are earthquake, volcanic eruption, tsunami, hurricane, cyclone,
flood, drought etc and some of the minor natural disasters are cold wave,
heat wave, storm, landslide, thunder storm etc.

Man-made or Human-instigated Disaster : These hazardous events
happen because of carelessness, lack of forbearance, lack of foresight etc
of the people. Some of the major man-made disasters are fires, deforestation,
chemical pollution, wars, riots, epidemic diseases, nuclear explosion,
terrorist attack etc and some of the minor human-instigated disasters are
road/train accident, food poison, environmental pollution, industrial

disaster/crisis etc.
All of the above disasters may also be shown in the following way:

O Geophysical (e.g. Earthquake, Landslide, Tsunamis, and Volcanic
Activity)

O Hydrological (e.g. Avalanches and Floods)
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0 Climatological (e.g. Extreme Temperatures , Droughts and Wildfires)

O Meteorological (e.g. Cyclones and Storms/ Wave Surges)

O Biological (e.g. Disease Epidemics and Insect/ Animal Plagues)
(https://www.google.com)

Major Natural Disasters in India

India has been counted as one of the most disaster prone countries in the
world where overall 85% of Indian land and 50 million people are affected.
According to the statistics, drought-prone area of India’s land is 68%,
earthquake-prone 60%, flood prone 12% and cyclone-prone 8% (https://
www.google.com).The arid, semi-arid and sub-humid areas of the country
are the most drought-prone areas. The Himalayan & Sub-Himalayan
regions and Andaman & Nicobar Islands are the most vulnerable to
earthquake. The Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna basin carrying 60% of total
river flow of the country is the main reason of flood. The Easter Coastline
hit by 80% of total cyclones in the region is the most vulnerable to cyclones
(Sharma, Vinod.K. 2011)

India has confronted with various devastating disasters during 2001-2019
which are listed below:

Name of the Event Affected Area Year
Cyclone ‘Fani’ Orissa, Andhra Pradesh 2019
Cyclone ‘Titli’ Orissa, Andhra Pradesh 2018
Cyclone ‘Gaja’ Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Coastal Puduchery| 2018
Cyclone’ Phethai’ Bay of Bengal 2018
Cyclone ‘Ockhi’ Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Gujarat 2017
Uttarakhand

Earthquake Uttarakhand 2017
Tripura Earthquake | Tripura 2017
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Cyclone ‘Vardha’ Chennai (Tamil Nadu),

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 2016
Cyclone ‘Kyant’ Orissa 2016
Imphal Earthquake | Manipur 2016
India/
Nepal Earthquake Some parts of India 2015
Floods J&K 2014
Cyclone ‘Hud Hud’ | Andhra Pradesh, Orissa 2014
Cyclone ‘Nilofar’ Gujarat 2014
Orissa Floods Orissa 2013
Cyclone ‘Phailin’ Orissa, Andhra Pradesh 2013
Floods and
Landslides Uttarakhand & Himachal Pradesh 2013
Cyclone ‘Mahasen’ | Tamil Nadu 2013
Cyclone ‘Helen’ Andhra Pradesh 2013
Cyclone ‘Madi’ Tamil Nadu 2013
Cyclone ‘Lehar’ Andhra Pradesh 2013
Cyclone ‘ Nilam’ Tamil Nadu 2012
Uttarakhand Floods | Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand & Baageshwar| 2012
Assam Floods Assam 2012
Cyclone ‘Thane’ Tamil Nadu 2011
Sikkim Earthquake Sikkim, West Bengal & Bihar 2011
Cloudburst Leh & Ladakh 2010
Drought More than 10 States 2009
Kosi Floods North Bihar 2008
Maharashtra Floods| Maharashtra 2005
Kashmir Earthquake| J & K 2005
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Tsunami (Indian Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Ocean Earthquake) Pondicherry, Andaman &

Nicobar Islands 2004
Bhuj Earthquake Gujarat 2001

(Sources: https://www.goole.com; https://www.walkthroughindia.com)

Disaster Management Agencies in India

As per the Disaster Management Act, 2005, a number of agencies are
formed in central, state as well as district level to mitigate the effect of

disasters. Some of these are listed below:

Notational Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM)
National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC)

Central Water Commission (CWC)

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)

State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA)

Q o o o o o o o Q

District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) etc.
Disaster Management Plan in India

A plan for disaster management comprises the following contents.
O Institutional and policy framework

O Early warning system

O Disaster prevention and mitigation

a

Preparedness
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Study Centre for Disaster Management in India

Recently some educational institutes like Anna University, Roorkee
University, Indira Ganghi National Open University IGNOU), Jamia Millia
Islamia and Indian Institute of Public Administration are offering courses
relating to disaster management (Sharma, Vinod.K. 2011).

Budget Allocation for Disaster Management in India

In the Union Budget 2019-20, an amount of Rs. 119025 crore, which is Rs.
5858 crore more than the last fiscal, has been allocated by the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Govt. of India with special attention on disaster management,
cyber crime infrastructure and freedom fighters’ pension. For Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre, an amount of Rs. 100 crore has been allocated.
Further Rs. 577.93 crore have been earmarked for disaster management
which is 293.11 crore more compared to last year. Out of this fund, Rs.
296.19 crore has been allocated for National Cyclone Risk Mitigation which
is a huge jump from Rs. 3.03 crore in last year (https://www.google.com).

Problems of Disaster Management in India

The Government of India as well as state governments of different states
have installed some agencies to cope with the disasters. But we could not
reach the goal i.e. we could not achieve expectable progress regarding
management of disasters due to some problems which are as follows:

1. Lack of awareness of the people in general, particularly, people of the
affected area.

2. Lack of co-ordination between the central, state & district level
agencies.

3. Shortage of co-operation of the society with disaster management
agencies regarding making efforts.

4. Scarcity of preparedness and rescue operations with sufficient
resources and equipments from all concerns.

5. Lack of foresight and endurance in case of some human-instigated
mishaps.
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6. Unconsciousness or less consciousness of the industrialists about
the bylaws of environment triggering exploitations of the nature
recklessly only for the interest of their own.

7. Illiteracy, ignorance and poverty of a notable portion of Indian people.

8.  Deforestation, causing global warming and pollution.

9. Less use of modern technology for prior information of disaster.

10. Lack of related studies on disaster management.

Findings of the Study

1.  Among the most disaster-prone countries in the world, India is one of
them.

2. During 2001-2019, cyclones hit India more than earthquake, flood etc.

3. A number of agencies are functioning to mitigate the effects of
disasters in central, state and district levels.

4. Some institutions are offering courses related to disaster management
in recent times.

5. Allotment of fund in the Union Budget 2019-20 for disaster management
has been increased from the last Union Budget.

6. Disaster management in India confronts with enormous problems.

Suggestions

1. Toorganise public awareness programmes at intervals by all agencies,
society as well as the local bodies.

2. To establish strong co-ordination among the agencies for smooth
running of the concerned activities.

3. To have co-operation from the society along with full strength and
energy towards the agencies in making efforts to cope with the hazards.

4. To take more initiative for offering courses relating to disaster

management in the regular syllabus in educational institutions.
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5. Toarrange mutual understanding between impatient conflicting parties

to avoid riots, wars etc.

6. To instigate industries not to exploit nature unlimitedly and

thoughtlessly.

7. To take initiative from the government side to remove illiteracy and

poverty of the people.

8  To incite the public not to sever trees rather to organise programmes

for new forestation.

9. Toutilise the latest technology in predicting disaster, seismic studies,
meteorological studies, flood warming networks, satellite warming
systems etc.

10. Tomake emergent arrangements like moving people/property to safe
place, food, shelters, medicines etc.

Conclusion

Natural disasters cannot be avoided. These can only be mitigated i.c.
hazardous impacts of the disasters like sufferings of human, plant and
animals while man-made disaster can be prevented to a certain limit.
Though, various agencies are functioning to a great extent in reducing the
impacts of hazardous events, they should be more equipped with the
latest technologies so that the colossal damages can be minimized. We
also in our turn as public should be watchful, vigilant and prepared enough
to survive from the current and the forthcoming disasters as we know that

we cannot rule the nature, we can only lessen the damages and sufferings.
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Patterns Of Government Expenditure
On Education In West Bengal

Partha Pratim Roy

Abstract : The present paper examines patterns and growth of government
expenditure on education during 1990-91 to 2014-15 in West Bengal. The
growth rate of public expenditure on education is estimated with the semi-
logarithmic stochastic regression model. Other relevant data and different
indices (as developed by U-DISE and AISHE) are used to assess the
relative educational performance of West Bengal vis-a-vis All India. The
share of developmental expenditure on “Education, Art & Culture” in
West Bengal is significantly high of 34.2 per cent as compared to other
sectors like Medical (7.8%), Rural employment (11.5%), Housing & urban
development (6.5%), Social security and welfare (9.4%), and Road transport
(1.2%). The growth rate of public expenditure on education is also
significantly 12.3 per cent per year during 1990-91 to 2014-15. General
education shares about 98 per cent of total public expenditure on education
and the share of technical education on public expenditure is only 1.66 per
cent in 2014-15. The increasing cost of education, excessive dependence
on private coaching and part-time teachers, poor infrastructure and
equipment facilities, low access to computer and internet facilities, poor
performance in higher education, and Kolkata-centric educational
institutions are identified as the important issues in the education system
of West Bengal. In West Bengal, girls’ education is increasing significantly
in rural areas and there is an indication of convergence in the intensity of

educational institutions.
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Introduction

Education is an important development priority for the government. The
development expenditure of the government on education is a crucial
determinant for the expansion of education. Expenditure on education is
also considered as investment in human capital. An appropriate decision
or proper plan of expenditure creates an opportunity to increase the
expected returns to education. Education is considered as the heart of
social and economic development. Education plays a stimulating role to
accelerate economic growth. Education increases human capital, labour
productivity, innovative capacity of the economy. It creates new
knowledge, new technology, new products, and new processes that
promote economic growth. Education also facilitates diffusion and
transmission of new information and knowledge to accelerate economic
growth. Knowledge is one of the key dimensions of human development.
Investment in education and training promotes economic development
through the enhancement of aggregate human capital which increases
total productivity and earnings. Human capital is important for economic
growth as it increases real earnings per worker and reduces poverty. In
India, the average expenditure on education out of total household
expenditure is different for different sectors viz. rural and urban households
respectively. Education is considered as an important input for economic
growth and human development. But duality in such input structure leads
to duality in output structure resulting in disparities in wages and earnings,
gender disparity, social disparity, inequality, unfavourable inclusion-
exclusion, and rural-urban gaps. There is an increasing demand for technical
and vocational education as compared to general education after the
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globalisation due to the well-paid labour market outcomes of vocational
and technical education. In the existing literature of the subject, several
attempts have been made to estimate returns to education at a macro level.
There is no study to analyse patterns and growth of public expenditure on
education in West Bengal during the reforms era. The present study is a

modest attempt to fill up the gaps in the existing literature.
Database and Methodology

The study is based on dis-aggregated and aggregated secondary data
collected from different sources and the major sources are: (i) Unified District
Information System for Education (U-DISE), NIEPA data for school education
and All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), MHRD, GOI data for
higher education to examine performance of West Bengal vis-a-vis India with
different indicators in school education and Higher education respectively, (ii)
Regarding the analysis of financial resource allocation on different types and
levels of education we have resorted to Statistical Abstract (2015), Bureau of
Applied Economics and Statistics (BAES), Government of West Bengal. We
have also used (iv) NSS Report No. 575, Education in India, and NSS KI (71/
25.2): Key Indicators of Social Consumption in India: Education to understand
the extent of private expenditure per students at different levels of education,
extent of private coaching and access to Computer and Internet facilities in

West Bengal vis-a-vis India.

Some of the important indicators to analyse data to infer results of the
study are: Intensity of institutes, Literacy rate, Gross enrolment ratio (GER),
Gender parity index, Pupil-teacher ratio, Financial Resource allocation (%
share) to different types and levels of education, Physical infrastructure &
equipment facilities in schools, and Average private expenditure per student

by types and levels of education.

We have calculated the annual average compound growth rate of
relevant variables by using the semi-logarithmic stochastic regression
equation.
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Patterns and Growth of Public expenditure on education

The total developmental expenditure of the state of West Bengal on
different heads including ‘Education, Art, and Culture’ is increased from
Rs. 34563 million in 1990-91 to Rs. 603125 million in 2014-15 with an
impressive average compound growth of 12.7 per cent per year. Table 2
shows the growth and structural distribution of such developmental
expenditures of the state of West Bengal on different heads during 1990-
91 to 2014-15. It is observed that the percentage share of developmental
expenditure of the state on ‘Education, Art and Culture’ is significantly
high compared to the expenditure on other heads but such share is
decreased from 39.8 per cent in 1990-91 to 34.2% in 2014-15. The growth
rate of public expenditure on education, art and culture in West Bengal is
estimated at 12.3% per year during 1990-91 t02014-15.

Table 1 Growth and Distribution (%) of Developmental Expenditure
of the State of West Bengal on Education & other Heads

1990- | 2000-| 2010-| 2014- | Growth

Heads 1991 {2001 | 2011 | 2015 |Rate(%)

Total 100.0 |100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 |12.7

Education, Art and Culture | 39.8 375 (404 |342 12.3

Agricultural Research
and Education 04 0.5 0.3 0.2 9.1

Medical 93 8.6 8.1 7.8 11.7
Family Planning, Public

Health, Sanitation and

Water Supply 53 6.0 2.8 32 8.6
Labour and Employment 0.8 0.5 04 0.5 9.6
Rural Employment 6.0 1.3 1.5 11.5 8.6

Special Programme for Rural
Development 1.0 0.1 0.8 0.5 139

Kabitka 13 L 193
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Special Areas Programme 1.7 3.0 22 24 13.8

Roads and Bridges 2.7 29 13 1.1 83
Road Transport 13 1.7 1.5 1.2 113
Energy 1.0 1.2 0.8 0.6 13.7
Housing and Urban

Development 5.6 6.7 8.8 6.5 15.1
Social Security and Welfare | 2.5 33 11.8 |94 22.1
Others 227 267 |193 208

Source: Annual Financial Statements of the Government of West Bengal Note:

Annual average compound Growth rate of expenditure during 1990-91 to 2014-15

The growth rate of development expenditure on the social sector and
welfare is very significant of 22.1% in West Bengal; the share of this
sector also increases from 2.5% in 1990-91 t09.4% in 2014-15. The share of
developmental expenditure on agricultural research and education, medical,
family planning, public health, sanitation and water supply, labour and
employment decrease during this period. The growth rates of expenditure
on infrastructure development like road transport, energy, housing and
urban development, rural development, special area programme in West
Bengal are found to be significantly high during 1990-91 to 2014-15.

Component-wise analysis of developmental expenditure on
‘Education, Art and Culture’ reveals that the share of such expenditure on
general education is the highest of 98.18 % followed by technical education
(1.66%), Art and Culture (0.11%) and Sports and youth services (0.04%) in
West Bengal during 2014-15 (Table 2). Further, within general education,
the share of public expenditure on secondary education is the highest of
45.95% followed by elementary education (41.25%), higher education
(11.43%) in 2014-15 (Table 3). The growth of expenditure on general
education is found to be 12.3 per cent per year and the growth of expenditure

on elementary education is 13.2% per year in West Bengal during 1990-91
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to 2014-15. The annual growth rate of public expenditure on technical
education in West Bengal is estimated at a significantly high of 12.8%
during 1990-91 t0 2014-15.

Table 2 Distribution (%) of Expenditure on Education, Art and Culture
in West Bengal

1990- | 2000-{2010-| 2014- | Growth
Types of education 1991 (2001 (2011 | 2015
General Education 96.55 [96.57 |97.41 |98.18 |123
Technical Education 1.83 1.73 196 | 1.66 12.8
Sports and Youth Services | 1.16 | 144 [0.53 | 0.04 22
Art and Culture 047 1027 ]0.10 |0.11 42
Gross Total (%) 100 100 | 100 100
Gross Total (Rs. in Million) | 1374.8 | 1956.9(4564.3| 6938.1 | 12.2

Source: Statistical Abstract, 2015, Govt. of West Bengal.

Table 3 Distribution (%) of Expenditure on General Education by the

levels of education in West Bengal
1990- | 2000-(2010-| 2014- | Growth
Levels of General Education| 1991 |2001 |2011 | 2015

Elementary Education 36.58 |33.54 |4039 [ 4125 |13.2
Secondary Education 47.08 |47.20 |46.03 | 4595 |11.9
University and Other

Higher Education 13.66 |1533 [12.10 | 1143 |112
Adult Education 056 [028 |0.05 |0.09 1.8
Language Development 037 (029 (026 |0.24 11.1
Others 1.76 (336 |1.16 |1.04 9.5
Total 100 100 | 100 100 12.3

Source: Statistical Abstract, 2015, Govt. of West Bengal.
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Major Issues in Education System in West Bengal
The increasing cost of education

Private expenditure on education refers to the payments of course fees
including tuition fee examination fees and other compulsory payments,
purchase of books, stationery and uniforms, expenses on conveyance,
private coaching, etc. An analysis of NSS data reveals that average private
expenditure per student on education varies greatly by types of education
(general, technical and vocational) in West Bengal as well as India (Figure
1). Private expenditure per student in technical education in West Bengal
(India) is 8.7 times (9.3 times) higher than that of in general education in
2014; the corresponding figure in 2007-08 was 11 times in West Bengal and
13 times in India. Private expenditure per student in general education is
increased at the rate of 25% per year in India and 19% per year in West
Bengal during 2007-08 to 2014; the corresponding growth rate of private
expenditure on technical education is 12% in West Bengal and 14% in
India. Further, private expenditure per student increases with the levels of
general education (Figure 2). In West Bengal (India), Post Graduate course
is 4.1 times (3.5 times) more costly than the expenditure on primary
education. Private expenditure on education also varies significantly across
rural-urban areas. The average expenditure per student in primary education
is Rs. 8670 in the urban area and Rs. 2159 in a rural area during academic
session 2013-14 in West Bengal.

The different components of technical and professional education
are medical, engineering, law, management, information technology,
vocational courses, and other courses. There are three types of institutions
which are government (State and Central), private aided and private
unaided. As far as the medical stream is concerned, the expenditure per
student pursuing in this stream is lower in West Bengal compared with all
India level for all types of institutions whether it is government or private.
On the other hand, the expenditure per student on engineering education
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is higher in West Bengal compared to all India in each type of institution in
2013-14 (Figure 3). Thus, there is a possibility of outward movements of
students from West Bengal to other states for engineering education and

inflows of students from other states to West Bengal for medical education.
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Figure 1 Expenditure (Rs.) per student by types of education in West Bengal vis-
a-vis India, 2014
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Figure 2 Average Expenditure (in Rs.) per student pursuing general education in
West Bengal & India, 2013-14
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Figure 3 Average Expenditure (in Rs.) per student pursuing Medical and Engineering
education in West Bengal & India, 2013-14

Excessive dependence on private coaching

Private coaching is an important issue in the education system of West
Bengal. The proportion of students who are taking private coaching in
school and higher education is 78.4% in West Bengal and 25.9% in India.
In West Bengal, students are taking private coaching even at higher levels
of education also (Figure 4). In school education, as the level of education

increases the dependence on private coaching is also increases (Figure 5).
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Figure 4 Percentage of students taking private coaching in levels of Higher education
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Figure 5 Percentage of students taking private coaching in levels of school education
Poor physical infrastructure facilities

Table 4 depicts school infrastructure (physical facilities and equipment) in
West Bengal vis-a-vis India. The performance of West Bengal in respect
of the percentage of schools with a separate room for Head Master, schools
with playground facilities, library facilities, and computer facilities, etc. is
observed to be lower as compared to those of the national average. Only
2.66% of schools have a Librarian in West Bengal. Today, a computer is
essential in school education. The percentage of schools with the computer

in working conditions is only 6.38 in West Bengal and 14.11 in India.

Table 4 School Infrastructure: physical facilities and equipment in
West Bengal vis-a-vis India, 2016-17
Indicators West Bengal | India
Percentage of Schools with: (%) (%)
school building 99.19 98.32
separate room for Head Master or principal | 24.68 5531
with ramp 58.30 6131
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Toilet facilities 98.42 91.34
playground facilities 40.87 61.98
Electric connection 79.13 60.81
library facilities 77.05 82.96
Librarian 2.66 5.02

Computer in working conditions 6.38 14.11

Source: U-DISE, Flash Statistics, NIEPA, 2016-17

Low access to computer and internet facilities

An analysis of NSS data (71st Round) on education survey reveals that
6.1% of rural households in India possessed a computer and the said
figure for West Bengal is only 3.1% in 2014. The proportion of households
having access to internet facility is 16.1% in rural India and 8.1% in rural
West Bengal. Among the persons of the age group of 14-29 years, only
13.5% can operate the computer in West Bengal as against the national
average of 18.3% in rural areas. Appropriate action is to be taken urgently
to improve school infrastructure and use of equipment facilities especially
to improve the ability to use computer and internet facilities in education
West Bengal.

Poor performance in Higher Education

An analysis of the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) data
reveals that West Bengal shares 7.7 per cent population in the age group
of 18-23 years in India. But the contribution of West Bengal to the number
of a higher education institution is 4.8% of Indian universities and 3.4% of
colleges. The number of colleges per lakh population (18-23 years) is 12 in
West Bengal and 28 in India during 2017-18; it was 9 in West Bengal 25 in
India during 2012-13. Pupil-Teacher ratio is 33 in West Bengal and 25 in
India during 2017-18. The percentage of part-time teachers in the total
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number of teachers is quite high of 18.77% as compared to an All-India
average of 7.37% in 2017-18.

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher Education in West Bengal is
18.7% in 2017-18 which is lower than that of All India (25.8%). GER in
higher education for scheduled castes (SC) and scheduled tribes (ST) in
West Bengal is also very low; GER for SC is 13.8% and for ST it is only
9.9%. Male GER is greater than female GER. but it is interesting to note that
Gender Parity Index in West Bengal (India) increases from 0.76 (0.88) in
2012-13 to 0.88 (0.97) in 2017-18 with an annual growth rate of 2.14%
(1.53%) during 2012-13 t0 2017-18. The annual average compound growth
rate of female enrolment in Under Graduate course through regular mode
(which is the major component of Higher Education) during 2012-13 to
2017-18 is 5.9% in West Bengal and 4.8% in India as compared to growth
rate of male enrolment of 0.4% in West Bengal and 2.9% in India. Female
enrolment in Ph.D. is increased at the rate of 17.7% per year from 2012-13
to2017-18 in West Bengal.

Regarding Out-turn/Pass-Out in Higher Education in West Bengal it
is observed that a total of 385507 students pass- out at various levels of
higher education (from certificate course to Ph.D. level) in West Bengal
during 2017-18; UG shares 73.11% in total pass-out students followed by
PG students (16.84%) and Diploma (8.29%). Job creation for such a huge
number of (general) educated persons is not an easy task to the

Government.
Kolkata-centric intensity of schools

School education comprises of different levels of education: Primary, Junior
high, High and Higher Secondary. The total number of schools in West
Bengal is 64970 (excluding SSKs/MSKs and Private Schools) in 2014-15.
The number of schools varies across districts. The average number of
schools per sq. km in West Bengal is increased from 0.71in 2011-12 t0 0.73
in 2014-15. The number of schools per sq km is a maximum of 11.37 in
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Kolkata followed by Howrah (1.88), Hooghly (1.24), North 24 Parganas
(1.18), Purba Medinipur (0.90), and Nadia (0.85) in 2014-15. The growth
rate of the number of schools in West Bengal is estimated at 3.3 per cent
during 2011-12 to 2014-15. The backward districts like Purulia, West
Medinipur, Koch Behar, Dakshin Dinajpur, Malda, and Murshidabad remain
above the state average growth rate of the number of schools. The
correlation coefficient between the number of schools per sq. km of the
geographical area of the district in 2011-12 and the growth rate of the
number of schools during 2011-12 to 2014-15 is significant of -0.57 which
implies that there is a palpable indication of convergence in the intensity
of school education in West Bengal.

Conclusions and policy prescriptions

Education is an important development priority for the government. The
impact of education on earnings is positive and real wage income is
increasing significantly. The rate of returns to education on earnings is
increasing with an increase in levels of education. On average, the rate of
returns to education is estimated at 6.2 per cent per year. The share of
public expenditure on education in West Bengal is significantly high
compared to other sectors. There is an impressive growth of public
expenditure on education (12.3 per cent per year) but the share of
developmental expenditure on education is declined from about 40 per
cent in 1990-91 to 34 per cent in 2014-15 in West Bengal. General education
dominates the system of education. General education shares 98.18% of
public expenditure on education and the share of such expenditure on
technical education is only 1.66% in 2014-15 in West Bengal. The study
identifies some major issues in the education system of West Bengal such
as increasing cost of education, excessive dependence on private coaching
and part-time teachers, poor infrastructure and equipment facilities, low
access to computer and internet facilities, poor performance in higher
education and Kolkata-centric educational institutions. Positive aspects
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are the female participation in education is increasing significantly in rural

areas in West Bengal and there is an indication of convergence in education

across districts in West Bengal.

Policy prescriptions

L

There is an urgent need for reforms in the education system in West
Bengal toward the expansion of quality education and skill
development. The development of physical infrastructure and
equipment facilities and human resources management should be the
priority agenda. Appropriate strategies should be taken to reduce

dependence on private coaching.

The share of public development expenditure on technical and
professional education should be increased. Some Job —oriented
professional courses and training courses may be incorporated in
general education institutes. Emphasis should also be given on the
effective use of existing infrastructure facilities and resources.

Special attention should be given on enrolment in higher education
among the backward community living in backward districts especially
in Jungle Mahal districts.

Access to computer and internet facilities should be improved.
Emphasis should also be given on reading, writing and speaking
English.
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Corporate Social Responsibility in India :
A Review

Dr. Malay Kumar Ghosh & KoushikTalukdar

Abstract

Present corporate world is much concerned about getting recognition
from the people, government and business community. It is a responsibility
of business to be accountable to all of its stakeholders and to achieve
sustainable development - economically, socially and environmentally.
This paper brings together some serious thinking in the field of Corporate
Social Responsibility through focusing on contemporary business trends
and practices and how companies are focusing on the delicate issues on
social responsibility and further how they undulate their role to become a
responsible corporate.

Key words : CSR, Stakeholders, Society, Environment, Governance.

Introduction

In ancient time, the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) was
in force. The Ancient Greece, the Vedic Philosophy of India gave references
relating to the practices and development of CSR. But due to emphasis on
civilization and industrialization, wealth accumulation and profit
maximization were given more importance resulting negligence of CSR

practices. After the world wars, CSR practices have revived (Muniapan,
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B., Dass, M. 2008) and reached to the present day scenario with much
more significance through various processes. India has enacted CSR Act
to follow CSR mandate.

Objectives of the Study
1. Tohighlight the basic concept of CSR.
2. To study the objectives of CSR.
3. Tomention various activities of CSR.
4. Tothrow light on CSR trend in India.
To suggest some measures in this regard.
Methodology of the Study
This study is purely based on secondary data and the data are collected
from various sources like journals, articles, web resources etc.
Review of Literature

Heli WANG, Li TONG, Rikki TAKEUCHI Hong and Gerard
GEORGE (2016)

The article, entitled “Corporate Social Responsibility: An Overview and
New Research Directions”, mentions that CSR has variety of options for
corporate culture enrichment in mainstream society and local communities.
Corporations have already created dedicated organizational units to
effectively manage their social duties. There is commensurate growth in
super specialized organizations operating at national and global levels
also and usually targeting short-term projects or long-term sustained

community-level programs.

Sarma, P. V. S. and Jena, L. K. (2006)

The article, entitled “Corporate Social Responsibility: An Indispensable
Tool for Corporate Growth and Survival”, expresses that corporate profits

are the main factors for longer life but they also maintain social needs. The
idea that firms have profit with social responsibility is known as Corporate
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Social Responsibility. Basically, the idea of CSR on business operations of
companies that have direct or indirect effects on business environment
can bear responsibility for these effects.

Rath, Debjit and Thomas, Benz (2006)

The article, entitled “Corporate Social Responsibility: An Indian
Perspective”, states that previously, company was measured only by its
financial activities. But now essay communication tools help the
stakeholders for more information and more awareness of what is
happening around them. Standing view shows an increased pressure from
all the stakeholders, be it debtors, creditors or an employee for the company
concerned to consider various other matters like social and environmental

issues when making business decisions for long-term objective.
Basic Concept of CSR

Now a day, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) also known as Corporate
Responsibility, Corporate Citizenship, Responsible Business and Corporate
Social Opportunity (Saluja, Dr. Rajni. Kapoor, Sangam. 2017), is a far more
challenging phenomenon. The World Business Council for Sustainable
Development explains CSR as the continuing commitment by business to
behave ethically and contribute to economic development while improving
the quality of life of the workforce and their families as well as of the local
community and society at large (Muniapan, B., Dass, M. 2008). Specifically,
it is a company’s commitment to all of its stakeholders as well as
environment in all its activities to try and achieve sustainable development:
economically, socially and environmentally in all parts. Stakeholders
include everyone from sharcholders and employees to customers,
suppliers, communities and even the government & its regulatory agencies
also. CSR emphasizes more on the issues relating to society, environment
and sustainability than morality. To satisfy the legislation, CSR obligation
goes beyond the statuary obligation of an organization to make a balance
between the necessity of stakeholders and that of making profit and
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rewarding shareholders sufficiently. Good CSR should not be seen as a
burden, it should enable to bring benefits to both business and community.
The key is to see it as an investment in a strategic asset, rather than as an
expense. To a specific point of view, Corporate Social Responsibility is the
character of a company. Its ethics are the measures by which it will be
increasingly judged. Corporate Social Responsibility is the sense of
compulsion on the part of companies to build certain social criteria and

manage the business.

In India, CSR Rule is the outcome of the Companies Act, 2013 and it
has become into force on 1st April, 2014. CSR is mandatory U/S 135 of the
new Companies Act for companies- public or private or otherwise subject
to fulfillment of any one or more of three conditions: a) Net worth of Rs.
500 crore or more b) Annual turnover of Rs. 1000 crore or more and ¢) Net
profit of Rs. 5 crore or more. As per this rule, companies are required to
spend on CSR, at least 2% of average net profit of preceding three years.
To implement CSR mandates, CSR Committee, comprising at least 3 directors
of whom 1 independent director appointed in company’s board meeting,
must be formed. A report mentioning the composition of CSR Committee,
activities and amount of CSR, inability to spend the said amount with
reasons must be included in the annual report of the company.

Objectives of Corporate Social Responsibility
From the view point of Company :

O Tomake employees more obedient and faithful and to create favourable
atmosphere to bring long life of the companies.

To enable the companies to act ethically.
To provide both short and long run stable stock market.

0 To strengthen the Brand Value of the companies through spreading
of their goodwill among the public.
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O To minimize government’s intervention in the activities of the

companies.
O Tomake the companies more lawful
O Tohave more share in the market.

0 Toenable the companies interactive with their stakeholders to realize

their interest.

O To ensure acceptability and honour of the society for the companies
etc.
From the view point of the Stakeholder :

O To upgrade the standard of living of the people.
To make the society more healthy and wealthy.
To enable the environment clean and green.

To ensure a sound ecosystem.

0 o Q

To promote education, employment, gender equality, sports, old age

homes etc.
O To eradicate hunger and poverty.
O To protect weaker section of the society etc.
CSR Activities
CSR activities are listed in Schedule VII of the Companies Act, 2013. Apart
from Schedule VII, there are also some other social programmes which are

left to the discretion of the company. Schedule VII mentions CSR activities
as follows.

Promoting gender equality, women empowerment, hostels for women
and orphans, old age homes, day care, environmental sustainability,
eradicating hunger and poverty, protection of flora and fauna, contributions
to PM relief fund, measures to benefit armed forces veterans, war widows
and dependents, promotion of sports and rural development projects
(Kumar, Saurabh 2018)
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CSR trend in India

Corporate Social Responsibility is mandatory from 2014 in India. Corporate
is spending in India that has increased significantly. In 2018, companies
spent 47 percent higher as compared to the amount in 2014-15, contributing
INR 7,536 CR. (US $1 billion) to CSR initiatives. According to different
surveys, the listed companies in India spent INR 10,000 CR (US$1.4 billion)
in different activities like elementary education, societal up gradation,
managing healthcare and took positive challenges for environment
conservation, while the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund saw an increase of
139 percent in CSR contribution over last one year. The education sector
received the maximum funding (38 percent of the total) followed by hunger,
poverty and healthcare up gradation (25 percent), environmental
sustainability (12 percent), rural sanitary development (11 percent).
Programs such as use of modern technology, sports etc are reducing
inequalities in society. If we look at the present amendments to CSR
provisions, industry research estimates to improve Corporate Social
Responsibility ranging between 97 to 98 percent by FY 2019-20.

Findings of the Study

O In India, from 2014, CSR is compulsory and an upward trend in
spending in CSR by corporate is noticed.

O Itisrecognized that to measure Corporate Social Responsibility is not
only difficult but also time taking issue. Basically, transnational
corporations don’t have huge time to develop methodology to judge
the issue. For consequences it lacks transparency.

O At an initial stage of product development, CSR creates numerous
problems.

O Different sectors have their own different social problems.

O Whatever the methods used to identify for taking CSR’s performance

review are not up to the mark.
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Suggestions

New idea would come when new policies take place. Now the whole world
is thriving for better results than other ones. Some suggestions are offered

below in the light of findings of the study.

O Proper measurement of CSR and development of methodology for

fruitful judgement of the issue are pivotal.

O Suitable method should be developed and used for reviewing the

performance of CSR.

O Problems created by CSR at the initial stage of product development
should be properly identified and then eliminated.

O Thearbitrary concept should be improved and maintained as an origin

based concept for making CSR more effective.

O The government should take right decision for monitoring CSR and

its fund allocation procedure.

O CSR Act needs to be amended time to time to meet the need of the
hour and also to be simple and easy to understand.

O CSR should be considered as one type of advertisement so that the
corporations would get better market response soon as marketing is a

back bone of any business organization. (Abraham Lincoln)
Conclusion

Developing country like India confronts with societal as well as
environmental problems like illiteracy, poverty, malnutrition, inequality,
injustice, pollution etc. The government extends its hands to remove these
problems. The corporate governance is further an attempt to protect the
interest of shareholders and other stakeholders also. But these endeavours
are not sufficient to combat with these issues. As a result, CSR practice, as
an ongoing process, has been getting more importance. For sustainable
growth and development of the society, environment and as a whole, CSR
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policies and projects are undertaken by eligible corporate institutions

which will help India to ride on a paramount position in coming days.
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The notion of Duty:
a critical study in the Vyasa Gita

Bapi Mondal

The son of Parasara, the great sage Vyasadeva was the speaker of Vyasa
Gita. It is used to say that, Vyasadeva being the speaker of this particular
Gita it is known as Vyasa Gita. After knowing the Isvara Gita, Sounaka
muni (a sage who is well known for being an active listener of Mahabharata
which was narrated by sage Suta.) asked that after born in the world we
have a close relation with action, as well as our whole life is full of action.
But the question is by which type of action we would be able to get
pleasure in this world and by which type of action we would be able to
realize the supreme pleasure in the heaven? This Gita is full of advices
about karma by Vyasa, it is a list of so many rules entirely for the life of
brahmacarya, house holder, and vanaprasthya. In this particular Gita there
are so many principles which are considered to be a duty for being a
Brahmana and as well as to become a proper house holder in the society.
For becoming free from the bondage of the pain of samsara we should be
going through the dharma as it has been mentioned in it.

“The dharma is the one and only way through which we can be free
from the bondage. And it is the God.”! Here it must be mentioned that the
word ‘dharma’ is similar with ‘duty’ not with the concept of ‘religion’.
According to Vyasadeva if someone can perform all these actions perfectly

as he has described in this Gita one can be able to reach to the heaven.

For having a peaceful and good society he described this whole Gita
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to Sounaka muni. According to him there are four kinds of Varna in this
society these are Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra. “Where
always Brahmana will be saluted by these all three other castes.”

And those, “who are Brahmana never will salute to the others three
castes. Not even if, someone from the non - Brahmin who have a good
knowledge in scripture and is a well behaved person. Only the Brahmana
can bless to all these three”* says Vyasa Deva. “Those people (Brahman)
who read the Veda every day, will respect to the Yajnapavito (one bundle
of cotton which is used by Brahmana), always speak truth and can become

angry less, they would be able to realize the brahma.”*

“The guru of Brahmana is the fire (Agni). And the Brahmana is the
guru of these other three (Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra).”> And in further
conversation for house holder he says, “always the house holder
accustomed them self to the three purusartha Dharma, artha, kama.”¢
“Having been as a house hold those who can be detached from angry,
greed, fear, passion and always can respect to their parents, guru, to a
Brahmana, and be involved in Savitrijapa would be able to be free from the

pain of samsara.”’

From the above conversation it is being said that, the conversation
between the sage Vyasa and the Sounaka Muni first ofall is about the four
Varna, and how they will behave to each other in the society. But here one
question may be asked, what will be the quality for being a Brahmana? As
clearly it has been explained in this Gita that, “those who have the quality
of forgiveness, kindness, science, truthfulness, dominating power, and
spirituality is called Brahman. And this type of Brahman always will be

respected in the society.”

But, one question will be raised that what would be the qualities of
others three for being a Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Shudra, which is not
described in this Gita. The moment we are talking about the duty according

to Vyasa Gita, one of the significant question will be raised that, is the duty
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of all these four Varna are defined by their quality (sattva, raja, and tama)
and action or it is genetic. And from the other side one more relevant
question also will be raised that all the duty whatever has said by Vyasa

Gita are implementable in the present society?

Regarding these all questions of duty in Vyasa Gita first of all it can be
said the word ‘duty’ inherently related to four Varna which is an important
part of the society. But as we know any society is not peaceful if there is
a discrimination between the members of society on the basis of Varna.
Because, after born a child does not know, to which Varna he is going to
belongs and which duty he will have to perform in future. Ifhis duty will be
decided only on the basis of his Varna then he will have to perform his
duty for his whole life as his father was doing, which creates a genetic
distinction in the society. But if this child will be free to choose his duty on
the basis of his quality as it present in him then he would be able to
perform his duty according to his quality.

Secondly, when the duty is being discussed, automatically the notion
of rights also will come. Because “Rights and duties are correlative to each
other.”” Man in the society is a social being as we know and the, “society
concedes to its members certain moral rights for the common good. The
individual members enjoy the rights which are protected by society. Their
right can’t be infringed by others. Their rights ought to be respected by
others.”!” And regarding the issue of rights in respect of the Vyasa Gita it
can be said that, the people won’t be considered as a Brahmana, if they do
not have the quality to know ‘Brahma’ which has been mentioned in this
particular Gita for being a Brahmana. Apart from this statement it can be
argued that, no one is to be considered as a Kshatriya or Vaishya or a
Shudra if they don’t have their own quality to get their own identity. And
the society is very much concern about the rights of each and every
person, that is why some time we are called for Judgment if we overcome
our rights. So now we can say, our life and our society as well would be
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peaceful, if we can perform our duty according to our rights and own
quality.

Conclusion : So, it is being stated that the four Varna will be acceptable if
it is based on the quality of man but not on the basis of born. For this
reason all these prescribed duties whatever has been explained in the
Vyasa Gita easily can be implemented in the society. The life and the
society of us as well, would be very peaceful when we are free to choose

our duty on the basis of our own quality.
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Homing Activity And Roosting Ecology
Of The Bats Pteropus giganteus
(Brunnich, 1782) At Purulia And
Paschim Medinipur District

Susanta Mallick, Asif Hossain

Abstract : Roosting habit of Pteropus is an unique character that found in
few Bengal trees like silk Flower tree (Albizia lebbeck), Bambusa
arundinacea, Borassus flabellifer Terminalia arjuna, Mangifera indica
and tamarindus indica. They are confined to tropical countries like
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, China, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. The main shelters for roosting are of leafy broad branches
of trees and craves. Courtship behaviour, crawling, hibernation, rearing
young and grooming etc homing activities are possible for Roosting nature
of these bats. There are three roosting sites viz., 1. Simla village at Kashipur
block, Purulia 2. Joteghanashyam village at Sonakhali block, Paschim
Medinipur 3.Perua village at Sabang block in Paschim Medinipur. Roost
house is an ambient leafy branches and it not only protects them from
temperature, humidity and desiccation but also plays an important role in
bat ecology and evolution. Thermoregulation in summer, save guard,
hibernation activity and so many homing activities occurred by roost
nature of the bats. Roosting strategy help to assemble and colonize the
Pteropus family. The God gifted Roost phenomenon are achievable for
their adhesive discs of feet and highly improved claws. They are also

careful in selecting the roosting trees having suitable canopy configuration
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so as to minimise the penetration of direct sunlight, at least to avoid the
exposure of the direct sunlight. It is to be mentioned here that during the
study years the atmospheric temperature sometimes raised up to 480C.As
aresult many of them are died beneath the trees. It is over and done with
that the bat populations in tropical country are at the verge of extinction
perhaps with the gradual rising of atmospheric temperature in spite of
suitable roosting site and glowing canopy configuration of trees may be
due to the effect of the global warming.

Key Words : congenital mimicry, Roosting habit, courtship behaviour,
ecology and evolution, homing activity, save guard, Pteropus family,

adhesive discs

Introduction

The Indian Flying Fox (Pteropus giganteus — Brunich, 1782) is the species
of dwindling population of pteropodidate family. This is mainly
Frugivorous, big bat occurs in tropical region of South Asia, from Pakisthan
to China and the Maldives’ Islands (Nowak, 1999). Ecologically
Pteropodidae , old world fruit bats are highly conspicuous and important
species as they are one the best and effective pollinator and seed dispersers
(Fleming and Estrada1993; Banack1998;Shiltonet al 1991;Godinez-Alvarez
etal. 2002;Fujita & Tuttle 1991).They are unique group of mammals that
has developed true or sustained flight. My present pioneer work point out
on Indian Flying Fox in Paschim Medinipur and Purulia District where rich
P giganteus assemblages have been found at selective Bengal Trees.
They are strictly vegetarian (Nowak, 1999). Their sensitive olfactory system
and sight develop effectively and important to foraging for fruits, nectar
and pollen. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species they are classified as
Least Concerned (Venkatesan, 2007). Pteropus is dark brown black body
colour with contrasting yellowish mantle. They are endothermic and

heterothermic and their bilateral symmetrical body maintain body
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temperature between 33 and 37 C. Human are most potential predator in
some regions and may hunt Indian Flying Fox for protein source and
medicinal purpose (Marimuthu, 1998). They are also eaten by snakes and
raptors (Marimuthu, 1998). They also carried away by mongoose
(Herpestes sp.) into its burrow (Mallick and Raut, May25, 2009).

Chiroptera order is divided into two suborders, the Megachiroptera
and the Microchiroptera (Koopman, 1993). On the other hand Corbet and
Hill (1992) mentioned that they have not documented any subspecies of
Pteropus giganteus (Brunnich). But Sinha (1999) recognized the specimens
of Indian flying foxes as Pteropus giganteus giganteus (Brunnich). Smith
(1977) talked that megachiroptera is represented by only one kin, the
Pteropodidae. The genus Pteropus was coined by Brisson, 1762.

These populations are going to Least Concerned (IUCN) due to

urbanization, infrastructure development and industrialization.

Study Area

The present study area was undertaken at Simla village (Coorrdination-
23.44200N, 86.47020E) (fig-7), under Kashipur Block of Purulia district was
selected as site -01 roosting area. Tamarindus indica (fig-6) is main dwelling
place of bat at Simla. Joteghanashyam ((Roosting site 02, fig- 4) village
(Coorrdination-22.51610N, 87.84020E) of Paschim Medinipur district, on
the side of Goura- Shamguange village road and about 26km from Kolaghat
Railway Station , and 10 km from Ghatal-Panskura road, SH-4. The Fruit
Bats are mainlyroost in Silk Flower Tree- Albizia lebbeck (fig-5), Terminalia
arjuna and palm tree etc. Perua (Roosting Site -03, fig-3) village
(Coorrdination-22.20070N, 87.65070E) of Paschim Medinipur district near
Sobong Block was selected as third study area. Here the roosting tree is 7.
arjuna and Bamboo tree. All these three study sites close to vicinity of
water body (Dey & Chattopadhyay2011; Dey et al. 2013) where stands of
trees fringe areas beauty (fig- 8).

L 221



The Prism ISSN 2229-7537 Vol. 11. May, 2019

Fig 6: Homing behaviour at Albizia lebbeck, Simla of Purulia

Methodology

Taking my students a regular diurnal survey were systematically performed
on a monthly basis during the study period. The survey was going on
from 2008. It is completed on September, 2018. By the help of Nikon Aculon
A211 12*50 Binocular and DSLR camera, primary data were collected on
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the basis of colony size, roost tree and daytime behaviour of Indian Flying
Fox. The present study represents homing activities depending on roosting
strategy as well as habitat selection, and movement pattern of wild life-
Pteropus giganteus (brunich, 1782). I also take a step to enrich the research
activity, a well being questionnaire surveys were done within the aged

villagers.
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Fig-7 : Location of roost site at Simla of Purulia
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Fig 3- Map of Perua Village
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M

JOTEGHANASHYAM

Fig 4- Map of Joteghanashyam village, Location in West Bengal,
India Coordinates: 22°312 10.03 N 87°502 19.23 E

Population Counting
Thenocturnal dwindling (Mildenstein et al. 2005; Stier & Mildenstein 2005)

bat population roost in Bengal trees was counted with naked eyes followed
by Direct Sampling Method and Nikon Aculon Binocular from all possible
directions. The Indian Flying Foxes, True Flying Mammal were found to
camp on 27 trees at Joteghanashyam area. Major individuals were present
on Albizia lebbeck — a Silk Flower Tree which was inhibited about 800
P.giganteus individuals. The Silk Flower Tree was well branching pattern
and 42 m tall with a canopy of 12 m diameter. At Perua there are 500
Pgiganteus are inhibited at Terminalia arjuna. And at Simla, 300 individuals

are lived in Tamarindus indica (fig-1).
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Table- 01 Showing Main roost Tree and Inhibiting Bat Population at Three
Study Site:

Sl Study Area Main Roost Tree Inhibiting Bat
No Population
01 Joteghanashyam | Albizia lebbeck 800

02 Perua Terminalia arjuna 500

03 Simla Tamarindus indica 300

Fig -8 : Vicinity of Water body near Simla Roost Site

Roosting habit of Pteropus is a congenital mimicry. Roost is
consigning where bat lives freely. There are many type of roost are found
in pteropodidae family like that maternity roosts ,hibernation roosts ,roosts
in tree and roosts in building etc. In the view of my observation, they
generally like to select aged tree with wide range of ambient leafy branches
for roost. They also prefer holes, crevices of trees and often hanging from
ridge of a broad branch. They hang usually from canopy with wrapped
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wings around the body of Indian flying fox. Bat are unable to manufacture
the nest, for this reason they rely entirely on existing cracks, hollow place
of a old broad branches of a tree, crevices for shelter. Depending on
climate like temperature and humidity Pteropus choice, suitable roosting
sites as well as they like safety and lack of prolong disturbance. Immature
individuals use several location of a tree for homing activity. During summer,
few species gather into groups and take a broad area. As flying mammal,
roosting of bat is more important for daylight to express their normal
phenomena like crawling, copulation, grooming etc. The signification of
roosting has a pivotal role in ecology of Indian flying fox as well as
phylogenetic evolution. Roosting house provides hibernation, mating and
rearing young to the roosting bat individuals. The whole tree is used as a
playground and a place for social interaction among the bat individuals.

Inhibiting Bat Population

300

700 7

500 17

500 |~

400 7
- m Inhibiting Bat Population
300 4

200 17

100 7

Albizia lebbeck Terminalia arjuna Tamarindus indica

Joteghanashyam Perua Simla

Fig-1 A diagram showing inhibiting P. giganteus
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SI. No.| Name of the Roost house Housing position
Common Name Scientific Name
01 Silk Flower tree Albizia lebbeck Ambient leafy
branches, hole,
crevices, cracks
02 Arjun tree Terminalia arjuna Branches, hole,
crevices, cracks
03 Tamarind tree tamarindus indica | Ambient leafy
branches, hole,
crevices, cracks
04 Palm Tree Borassus hole, crevices,
flabellifer cracks
05 Bamboo Tree Bambusa Different
arundinacea Branches
06 Mango Tree Mangifera indica Ambient leafy
branches, hole,
crevices, cracks

Roosting place give them protection, thermoregulation, desiccation

and predation. This trait is not only a best save guard but also increased

the survivility of bat. This feature is also responsible for changing of their

morphological behaviour and physiological character etc. For roosting

strategy assemble nature and my dear students and I observe colonization

phenomena in giganteus family. [ and my brothers observed from 2008 to

2018 day roosting behaviour of Pteropus at different area in West Bengal

in a silk Flower tree, Terminalia, tamarind tree etc. We viewed their non-

hibernation sleeping mode at that time. Foraging strategy and a long-term

relationship are well developed by them day to day during roosting.

Roosting is possible for their adaption of adhesive discs of feet and highly
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increased claw. This is a good opportunity for wide range of roost. Different
shape and size of a tree serves as roost sites for them. Branching leafy
pattern of Bengal tree roosts protect them from thermoregulation.

Table-03 : Roosting nature homing position in different site

Sl Name of the Roosting position
No.| Roosting Trees
Leafy Non-leafy | hole, Palm leaf,
branches | branches | crevices,| hole,
cracks |crevices
01 |Albizia lebbeck 45% 35% 20% -
02 | Terminalia arjuna 40% 40% 20% -
03 | Tamarindus indica 65% 25% 10% -
04 | Borassus flabellifer - - - 100%
05 | Bambusa - 98% 2% -
arundinacea
06 | Mangifera indica 35% 35% 30% -

Statement of the Problem
Roosting Site Destruction

Field interviews indicate that the population of Pteropus giganteus is
declined due to deforestation. Roosting sites of India are affected for

cutting of trees and human interventions (Mistry, 1997).
Anthropogenic Activity

Some anthropogenic activities like hunting, cutting of trees, urbanization

and others cruel works affect the bat population.
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Urbanization

Now a day’s urbanization is a big problem for the existence of such timid
nocturnal flying mammals.

Tribal Myth

The tribal people of Simla area belief that the bone of living bat can cure

some diseases of baby, but scientifically there is no such evidence.
Atmospheric Hazards

Scorching heat, thunder storm and severe hail extremely affect the bat
individuals at study site.
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Name of the Albizia Terminalia Tamarindus Borassus  Bambusa  Mangifera
Roosting lebbeck arjuna indica flabellifer arundinacea indica
Trees

Roasting pasition

Fig 02- Showing Roosting shelter at different position of camp tree

Significance of The Topic

As P, giganteus is a threatened species effective management strategy is
essential to conserve this species. Moreover existence of P. giganteus is
inevitable to maintain floral and faunal diversity of the localities concerned.
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The Mishra Brahamon family safe the pteropodidae family as sacred
God at Simla spots for a long time, three hundred years. As a result sacred
God protect them from the disturbance of cruel human beings (Marimuthu,
1988). And the bat colony will be remained safe.
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